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Decision made 
on copyright 
Future students may face fallout 
MIKE LAKUSIAK 
CAMPUS NEWS EDITOR 
Returning for the winter semester, 
students have started to collect their 
required course materials, including 
the photocopied course packages 
popular with many Wilfrid Laurier 
University instructors. 
Due to recent developments re-
garding license agreements with 
Access Copyright (A C), a national 
organization that facilitates copy-
right licensing used to secure these 
materials, Laurier and many other 
universities find themselves faced 
with a difficult decision. 
With the agreements set to expire 
on Dec. 31, Laurier was forced to 
choose whether to continue its con-
tract, understanding the possibility 
of having to pay retroactive royalties 
to AC in a year or two - costs that 
would be borne by students. 
The other option was to opt out 
from the agreement and collect 
course materials by contacting in-
dividual publishers and authors, or 
use textbooks and material available 
for free on the Internet. 
The story thus far 
Earlier in the year, AC had proposed 
a tariff that would change the way 
they charged for use of materials 
they licensed. Rather than a flat rate 
of$3.38 per student annually along 
with ten cents per page in course-
packs printed, the new tariff would 
charge a flat rate of $45 per student. 
The decision was left to the Copy-
right Board of Canada, which is 
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expected to take at least two years to 
make a ruling on whether the tariff 
is acceptable. 
"It's really unreasonable for them 
to ask for this because Access Copy-
right is a dying industry ... basically 
they flat-charge everyone regardless 
of how much they use and now be-
cause their business is going under 
they want to supplement it;' Wilfrid 
Laurier University Students' Union 
VP: university affairs Saad Aslam 
said. 
With the deadline looming, Lau-
rier chose to remain with AC, risk-
ing having to pay retroactive loyal-
ties to this year later on, depending 
on the Copyright Board's decision. 
"Some universities have felt that 
they can go on their own without 
Access Copyright. You can clear 
copyright other ways, for us at this 
point, we felt that continuing with 
Access made sense, at least over the 
short term;' said Laurier secretary 
and general counsel Shereen Rowe. 
On Dec. 23, the Copyright Board 
passed an interim tariff for AC that 
allows universities to continue pay-
ing the same royalties until a deci-
sion is reached, potentially limiting 
how drastic the increase proves to 
be. 
Rowe explained, "I think it would 
be hard for them to make an argu-
ment that they should then ding 
universities on top of that when they 
have continued to remit in good 
faith based on the interim tariff.' 
News, page 3 
Likealittle is Internet 
banality at its finest 
Opinion columnist John Kennedy 
rails on the newest website craze 
to hit the Laurier campus. 
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Coursepacks at the bookstore feature prices that raise students' eyebrows. Changes to how copyright 
licenses are obtained may increase prices, although students in years to come have the most at stake. 
Cheerleading squad wins 
fourth national championship 
Laurier all-girls team wins title for fourth straight year, topping 
McMaster by 57 points; head coach sees strong future 
JUSTIN FAUTEUX 
SPORTS EDITOR 
Last month Laurier's cheerleading 
team proved once again that they 
are much more than a sideline act. 
Competing at the national cheer-
leading championship held in 
Brampton, Ont. on Dec. 4, the Gold-
en Hawks cheerleaders took home 
their fourth-straight championship 
in the University All-Girl division, 
posting a combined score of78g, 
beating out second-place McMaster 
by 57 points. 
"The big thing for us was that we 
wanted to go out there and not only 
win but be respected at the com-
petition overall;' said Laurier head 
coach Jon Cameron. "It feels great 
knowing that we've been able to 
really make a mark on Canadian 
cheerleading:' 
The win not only marks the fourth 
straight for Laurier's cheerleading 
program, but also a significant mile-
stone for the some of the team's vet-
. eran members. 
"Winning [the national title] for 
our seniors this year meant that 
they've never lost as long as they've 
been at Laurier;' said Cameron. "I 
think that put a little bit of added 
pressure on them to really perform 
at their best but having won three 
times before they really know how 
to win so they didn't have any prob-
lems dealing with that pressure:' 
The format of the competition 
features the teams performing the 
same routine twice, with the win-
ner being the team that obtains the 
highest combined score from their 
two runs. 
According to Cameron, the 
Hawks' first performance left some-
thing to be desired; however, the 
team still sat in first after one run. 
And when it came time for the sec-
ond performance of the competi-
tion, the Hawks more than made 
up for any shortcomings that might 
have existed in the first. 
"In the first run, it certainly 
wasn't the best that they've ever 
done, there was certainly room for 
improvement;' said Cameron. "But 
in the second run, they went out and 
they executed almost flawlessly:' 
In the end, that second Laurier 
run was enough to maintain the top 
spot and hand the purple and gold 
the national championship win. In 
Cameron's eyes, the win also acts as 
'' Winning for our seniors 
this year meant that 
they've never lost as 
long as they've been at 
Laurier:' 
-Jon Cameron, Laurier cheerleading 
head coach 
an indicator of where Laurier stands 
when it comes to the greater scheme 
of Canadian cheerleading. 
"The big thing with cheerleading 
is it's always about learning the next 
big new skill and we're pretty close 
to the cutting edge," he said. "People 
are starting to copy us now instead 
of us copying other people:' 
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Follow our writers' blogs on thecord.ca 
Searching for moments 
Opinion columnist Marcie Foster discusses life as a student at WLU. 
among other thoughts. 
Barefoot adventures • 
Cord Editor-in-Chief Alanna Wallace's travel blog. See her latest post 
"Top 10 moments of 2010" including her volunteer experiences in 
South Africa and travels around Europe. 
iBarbara 
Check out Cord columnist Barbara Ciochon's satirical blog. Fresh 
and funny, her newest post "Dear Google Chrome; it's over" is par-
ticularly hilarious. 
Photographic living 
Visual director N1ck Lachance's photo blog includes images from 
his many trips to World War II battlefields scattered amongst tips for 
even the most amateur of aspiring photographers. 
Follow us 
on Twitter 
Cord News: @cordnews 
Cord Arts· @cordarts 
Cord Sports @cordsports 
News Director Linda Givetash. @LindaGivetash 
Visual Director Nick Lachance: @lachancephoto 
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While you were out 
"Professor's book focuses on his own family history" by Mike Laku-
siak 
Laurier professor Thomas Hueglin outlines his newest work a fam-
ily memoir written with the aid of old diaries. 
"Do Canadians care too much about the World Juniors?" 
Sports writer Chris Mander questions our love· o f the tournament. 
"DADT battle won. but culture wars far from over" 
Cord columnist Joseph Mcn1nch-Pazzano argues that sooner or 
later, the endgame for gay rights is inevitable and DADT repeal will 
likely be viewed as one of the catalysts for getting there. 
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This Week in quotes 
The film profs are defi-
nitely in a twitter about 
what they're going to do 
" now. 
-Mike Greaves, owner ofGenX, 
explaining the reaction ofLaurier film 
studies proftssors upon hearing that the 
store will be closing 
"We're too vertical an organization. We're not as horizontal an organization 
as we'd like to be:· 
-Kyle Walker, WLUSU president, attempting to explain why WLUSU would benefit 
ftom a restructure 
"We'd be able to turn people on to a whole new aspect of cinema that they 
didn't know that they even wanted to watch:' 
- Mike Greaves, owner of GenX regarding one ofhisfo.vourite aspects of working in the 
store 
Senior staff 
Ltad R.,ortu . . . . ....... Bree Mantha 
Web Cootaat Editor .. . . . . . . .. , . , ........ , Ornv Higginbotham 
eop,u;w.,;- ....... , . . . . . . . . . . ..... EmilySiof""" 
········-··--· --- ....••.... Kelly8UJWa.sh 
....................... Rebe-ca Sil~ 
........•..••••........... Jo«lynSnuth 
Contributors 
Ravi Balakrishnan 
Elizabeth Bate 
KeonnCampbe:U 
Barbara Ciochon 
Marcie Fouer Martin PiMda 
Anthony Hallam Shagun Randhawa 
John Kennedy 
OuitM...W 
WLUSP administration 
f'ftticlalt ........... , ............ , ............. Bryn Ouington 
c....r.JM&-.uJ~ .................... Angela. Foster 
~~---------······•···········AngdaTaytor 
OW.o(dwlloud ............................... JonbnHyd. 
Vke-CIW.r........ . .......... Erin Epp 
Trcu~t~tr ., ... . 
Dl.rector ........................ . 
Corponta Sec:m.uy . 
. .. Ta:un Gambhir 
. ... DavidGoldMrg 
. .... Vacant 
Dllt:rihudon MaaaJe:r .. . ........ , .... , . . . . . . . ...... Xari Singer 
Colophon 
The Cord ill the offida.l•tuclnt MW1papu oftbe W'llf'rid Laurier 
Un iwnity community. 
Opinion~ expressed within The Cord are those of the author and do 
not necessarily reflect thote of the editorial board, The Cord, WLUSP, 
WW or Can Web Printing Inc.. 
All contmt appnrins in 111e Cord bears the copyright exprn~ly of 
th~r creator(s) and may not be used without written C'Ontt"nt. 
1'be Cord is created wina Macintosh computns running Mac OS X 
10-5 u.sing Adobe C~ative Suite lj. Nixon c:ameru ate wed for prin-
cipal photography. 
The Cord has been a proud member of the 
Ontario Press Council1inc:e 2oo6. 
Any wuatidied c:omplainta: can be sent 
to the council at info@ontptH~.com.. 
The Cord's cittu.lation fOI' a normal Wednesday issue: il 8.000 copies 
and enjoys a readership of owr 10,000. Cord subscription rates are 
$20.00 per term for addrusn within Canada. 
The Cord has been a proud member 
ofth~Canadian Univtrsity Pft-11 (CUP) 
1inc:e:zoo4. 
Campw Plu. is The Cord." I national advertising agrncy. 
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Vocal Cord 
How do you feel 
about coming back 
to school so soon 
after New Years? 
"I found it really short. I 
live far away so it was a 
long trip back w ith a re-
ally short break." 
-David Ferrari 
Second year business 
"It's unfair, other schools 
have longer breaks than 
we do." 
-Easha Gossain 
Second year business 
"I feel like the holidays 
should have been lon-
ger." 
-Omar Mandozai 
Second year arts 
. . ..,. -
; . . 
. · ~i 
"I feel like the break was 
not long at all." 
-Sydney LeTourneau 
Third year English 
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m~ntx are macJe th11t are: critical of an individu.a.l, or an organization, 
we shall givt thote affected tb~ opportunity to reply at the earliest 
time pouible. Ethical Journalism n-quim: impartiality, and conse-
quently conflict~ of interest and the ap~ara~ of conflicts ofinterelt 
will be avoided by aU staff. 
The on1y limitl of any new.paper are those of the world arouM il. 
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Wilfrid Laurier Univ-ersity, and the community of K itc:bc!ner-W.atedoo, 
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The~rf.'~~d~~e:e~en7~~~ oftht paper, and through 
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NEWS 
News Director Linda Givetash • lgivetash@thecord.ca 
Alumni make 2010 headlines 
The Cord profiles some noteworthy graduates that have made 
a name for themselves in the past year 
BREE MANTHA 
LEAD REPORTER 
Wilfrid Laurier University's alum-
ni have been making waves in the 
news in 2010- some for their 
achievements in the business world, 
and some for more controversial 
matters. 
The following alumni are indi-
vi duals who have put Laurier's name 
in the news this year and are sure to 
continue making headlines in 2011. 
COURTESY OF CANADAS NATIONAL 
BALLET SCHOOL 
On Nov. 4, at Laurier's 4th annual 
Alumni Awards Gala in Toronto, 
36-year-old Jeff Melanson was 
named Laurier's MBA Alumnus of 
the Year. 
Melanson has been th~ executive 
director and co-CEO of Canada's 
National Ballet School since 2006. 
Since 1998, Melanson has played 
an instrumental role in various ar-
tistic organizations across Canada, 
including Opera Ontario and the 
Royal Conservatory of Music in 
Toronto. 
Since he began work at the Na-
tional Ballet, Melanson has elimi-
nated a significant annual deficit for 
the school's operating budget and 
has increased annual revenue by 3o 
percent. 
Melanson earned his MBA in 
Finance, Marketing and Strategy at 
WLU. He holds a BA in music from 
the University of Manitoba in Win-
nipeg. Melanson, a fr~quent guest 
lecturer in MBA programs :across 
North America, was also named one 
of 2009's Toronto Star Top 40 Under 
40 in Canada and was recently ap-
pointed special advisor on arts and 
culture to new Toronto mayor Rob 
Ford. 
Suresh Sriskandarajah, 
MBA '09 
LINDA GIVETASH FILE PHOTO 
The ongoing trial of 30-year:-.old 
Suresh Sriskandarajah is not ex-
pected to end any time soon. 
The MBA graduate was arrested 
in 2006 after a joint FBI-RCMP in-
vestigation tracked Sriskandarajah 
as the leader of four alleged terrorist 
supporters with ties to the Univer-
sity of Waterloo. 
Sriskandarajah was accused of 
buying and researching communi- · · 
cations devices and submarine and 
warship design software for Tamil 
Tigers. 
Sriskandarajah holds several de-
grees from UW and WLU. He earned 
his MBA at Laurier while free on 
bail and received a prestigious en-
trepreneurship award upon his 
graduation. 
In December, Sriskandarajah was 
released from jail after his family 
posted the $445,000 bail. . 
He is facing the possibility of 
Submit your application 
'I'ATIJlTIArwlusp.com or 
standing trial in New York City. 
Sriskandarajah is appealing to the 
Supreme Court of Canada. The ap-
peal could take up to six months to 
qe processed. 
Sriskandarajah could face up to 25 
years in prison. 
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO 
The Toronto Star named political 
science graduate Virginia Poly one 
of 2011's People to Watch. 
Poly is the head of Poly Place-
ments, Inc., a company that recruits 
for different types of organizations. 
Poly, 38, first entered the business 
world when she became the co-
owner of her father's small Guelph 
eatery, Dmitri's place. 
After selling the restaurant to her 
brother, Poly spent a decade train-
ing in the IT sector . .In 2006, she 
started Poly Placements, Inc: from 
·beJ:home. · 
· · .: Since its inception five years ago, 
Poly Placements has increased its 
revenue by 2,500 per cent. The com-
pany, based in Toronto, cun:ently 
has 50 full-time and contract staff, 
and Poly has plans to increase the 
number of staff by so per cent over 
the next year. 
Poly was also listed on the Profit 
W10o list of top female entrepre-
neurs in 2010. 
News in brief 
Student life levy: will 
contribute to AC expansion 
The Wilfrid Laurier University Stu-
dents' Union held their last meeting 
of first semester Dec. 3, where over . 
the course of several hours changes 
to the student life levy (SLL) were 
discussed as well as details of elec-
tions policy as February's election 
approaches. 
Of note, a new ten -year SLL 
agreement was approved that will 
see a portion of the fee collected 
go toward a$ 5 million expansion 
to the fitness centre of the Athletic 
Complex, expanding it in size from 
u,ooo to 19,000 square feet. 
The administration of the fee has 
been changed so that 100 per cent of 
the funds are donated to the univer-
sity for distribution by a committee 
composed of representatives from 
WLUSU and university administi:a-
tion based on submitted proposals. 
In election policy, a proposal to 
strictly limit candidate and WLUSU 
staff use ofTwitter and Facebook 
was struck down. 
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Students will not see increased.c0pyrigl:ltcharges levied Gn cGurse 
materials until a Gopyright Board ruling, projecteq for.2012~or 2.Q13. 
Final result 'remains 
to be seen' 
-cover 
She added a note of uncertainty, 
however, '~1 of that remains to be 
seen:' 
Aslam, who also sits on the uni-
versity's board of governors, made 
clear that Laurier needs to examine 
other options. "We need to revisit 
why we need to pay into that alto-
gether;' he said. 
Why Laurier made its 
dec1sion 
Opting out means that a univer-
sity would have to spend time arid 
money securing rights to each arti-
cle in a coursepack. "It's really just a 
cost, you're paying for it one way or 
the other," Rowe said. "You're either 
paying to have internal resources 
that are doing the direct copyright 
clearance or you're paying a fee to 
another organization to essentially 
do it for you by having agreements 
with authors to address copyright:' 
Laurier uses coursepac~s rou-
tinely, while some universities rely 
on other materials and are less de-
pendent on licensing. "Some [ uni-
versities] don't use coursepacks or 
very few;' Rowe said. "So for them 
the photocopying and the clearance 
maybe isn't as much of an issue. If 
you're dealing with a lot of texts you 
don't need to worry about it because 
it's all dealt with:' 
What it means for 
students now - and 
possibly later 
The situation for Laurier students 
remains unchanged for the moment 
because of the interim tariff and 
students will continue to pay the 
$1.70 charge each semester plus the 
per-page charge that is applied to 
coursepack prices. 
-
'' If there is any retroactive · 
payment we'll have to 
deal with it at the time:' 
-Shereen Rowe, university secretary 
and general counsel 
"From the student's perspective, 
there's no financial change and we're 
continuing to monitor where things 
are at and to make a decision on · 
where we want to go in the future;' 
Rowe said. 
While current students may not 
see any change during their time at 
Laurier, future students may face 
paying the royalties to cover materi-
als of previous years. 
"We didn't want to inadequately 
charge students for the next year 
or two or three years until the tar-
iff was finalized and then have new 
students who weren't here in 2011 
forced to cover costs because there 
was a huge retroactive cost that 
wasn't addressed;' ~owe said. 
For now, Laurier and its students 
are forced to wait for the results of 
the ruling and cope with its possible 
repercussions. 
"If there is any retroactive pay-
ment we'll have to deal with it at the 
time;' Rowe concluded. 
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CAMPUS 
Campus News Editor Mike Lakusiak • mlakusiak@thecord.ca 
As a first year director, Arbutina 
has shown dedication through her 
preparedness and consistent atten-
dance at meetings. In adhering to 
her platform, she has been critical 
of fee-related issues that have been 
raised at board meetings. 
However, Arbutina fails to be vo-
cal in the boardroom, leaving other 
directors unaware of her ideas or 
concerns and giving the impression 
that she is not following what is be-
ing discussed. 
Having declined the only com-
mittee position she was nominated 
for, Arbutina must better utilize her 
role on the board of directors as a 
means of advocating on behalf of 
students. 
Involved in various student life 
initiapves, Collatoq brings many 
perspectives from students across 
campus to the board's attention. Al-
though he started the year off strong 
by showing interest in committee 
work, Collaton's presence in meet-
ings has been more sparse recently. 
Despite not being elected to the 
committee he was nominated for, 
he did initially speak up on issues 
he found important during meet-
ings and should continue to do so 
in order to remain engaged with the 
board's decisions. 
A residence life don, Collaton 
would benefit from bringing more 
leadership skills to the boardroom 
and other aspects of his director 
role to increase his visibility and 
influence. 
As a returning director, Oberle 
has a strong understanding of board 
responsibilities and operations and 
is always willing to provide an opin-
ion on issues during meetings. He 
is well-prepared for meetings and 
uses his experience to the board's 
advantage. 
He often asks tough questions of 
both the president and management 
and it is clear that he has a fine grasp 
on policy, which has earned him re-
spect among his peers in the board-
room. Having the benefit of experi-
ence, Oberle must work to go above 
and beyond his current role among 
the board members. 
His strengths would be amplified 
were he to take on more of a lead-
ership role, particularly on a board 
largely comprised of first-time di-
rectors - something he is well on 
his way to doing. 
Brown has been consistently out-
spoken in the boardroom, though 
his grasp of policy and the ideas he 
argues are sometimes questionable. 
He can be a disruptive presence 
and struggles with following prop-
er procedure when articulating his 
thoughts. These traits make it seem 
as though Brown is unprepared and 
as a result others often do not take 
him seriously, even when he asks 
important questions or has insights 
to offer. 
Brown is clearly passionate about 
his position and has the best inter-
ests of students in mind, he sim-
ply needs to find a way to translate 
that enthusiasm into becoming a 
more productive presence among 
directors. 
• 
In working with groups under the 
School of Business and Econom-
ics, So ida has had the opportunity 
to better represent those students 
· within the union. By missing meet-
ings, although for academic com-
mitments, and not sitting on any 
of the board committees, Solda has 
failed to have a strong voice among 
her fellow board members. 
While she has become more vocal 
in recent meetings, Solda needs to 
better familiarize herself with board 
procedures in order to effectively 
present her ideas and put motions 
forward to implement the changes 
she thinks are beneficial to students. 
She will need to put in a good deal of 
work moving forward to accomplish 
more with the position. 
Warren has been proficient this 
year as a first-time director. He 
has done extensive work outside 
of the boardroom including strik-
ing a committee to examine ac-
countability on large union financial 
expenditures. 
He has a good sense of the scope 
in terms of the board's abilities and 
uses his position to ensure that the 
established goals of the union are 
kept in mind. 
One area he could improve on is 
making more of an effort to speak 
up during meetings when given the 
opportunity. Warren is a generally 
well-rounded director, fulfilling the 
role's responsibilities in an orga-
nized, effective manner. 
Revi~wing your board 
The Cord evaluates the performances of the 2010-11 Wilfrid 
Laurier University Students' Union board of directors 
_The Wilfrid Laurier University Stu-
dents' Union board of directors has 
found itself in predicaments on 
multiple occasions during its term 
- and has for the most part emerged 
unscathed and undeterred. 
Faced with a $320,000 over-bud-
get renovation project initiated by 
a previous board, changes to policy 
and elections, a perceived low level 
of training for their roles and losing 
directors, the board has had a busy 
term thus far and are facing major 
initiatives in the months to come. 
Several strong directors have kept 
meetings moving, helped reach dif-
ficult decisions and generally picked 
up slack for others around the table 
who are not as vocal, informed or 
Among the quietest of directors 
in the boardroom, Passmore must 
work towards contributing more to 
discussions if he wishes to gain the 
respect of his peers. 
Although he may be well-versed 
in the meeting's material, his pre-
paredness is lost as he rarely asks 
questions or engages in dialogue. 
His work on the one committee 
he is a part of must be compounded 
by his voicing of opinion on issues. 
By enhancing his role inside and 
outside of the boardroom, Passmore 
could improve drastically during the 
winter semester. 
opinionated. They have helped en-
courage other directors to step up 
their efforts through their enthusi-
asm and critical perspective on is-
sues. These directors stand out in 
meetings and are visibly passionate 
about their role, even when student 
politics is far more procedural than 
glamorous. 
The 2009 -10 board was criticized 
for only having a single major initia-
tive, its extensive market research 
project. This year's board has drawn 
on the results of this work in several 
instances and, to its credit, looked 
at how to improve board operations 
and student representation in years 
to come. 
While few major initiatives have 
apanastasiou 
Papanastasiou shows good un-
derstanding of the director role, 
but struggles to be a real presence 
in meetings or engage in much 
discussion. 
He has improved recently and 
asked critical questions when cer-
tain items have come before the 
board. Papanastasiou has partici-
pated in committee work and con-
tributed to board operations behind 
the scenes to his credit, making him 
an overall effective director. 
He would simply benefit from 
more readily discussing topics he 
understands and can help to resolve 
in the boardroom. 
come forward this year or been suc-
cessfully undertaken, there is some 
sense that more may be accom-
plished than is typical for a board. A 
crucial test of the board's decision-
making will come with the inaugural 
online WLUSU election in February. 
Dominating discussion at meetings 
for most of the fall, the project pro-
vided opportunity for directors to 
bring forward critical and construc-
tive questions or on the other hand, 
remain silent. 
Some directors have come into 
their own as the fall semester pro-
gressed and there will hopefully 
be further development and more 
standouts over the remainder of 
their term. 
ryce 
Pryce has been effective at mak-
ing the most of his time as a direc-
tor, continually and visibly trying to 
promote greater understanding of 
the board's role to the student body. 
He values his position and under-
stand its significance, apparent in 
his input and conduct during meet-
ings. Pryce shows an appreciation 
for the importance of gradual and 
thorough planning to arrive at effec-
tive outcomes. 
He has taken initiative to discuss 
and plan with other directors out-
side of meetings, particularly re -
garding issues of ownership linkage 
and campus study space. 
reg 
Evans is occasionally the voice 
of reason among board members, 
using his experience as a return-
ing director to keep others focused 
on issues at hand. His peers respect 
his approachability and mentorship 
skills and rely on him for advice. 
At the same time, Evans actively 
seeks to understand board materi-
als thoroughly before he enters the 
boardroom, which streamlines his 
questions and the direction of dis-
cussions at the table. 
His mixture of proficiency and 
humour bring a confidence to the 
boardroom that Evans will sure-
ly continue to exhibit, which will 
ensure his success in the corning 
semester. 
Trevor Faessler 
As a representative of Brantford 
students, Faessler brings a differ-
ent perspective to the boardroom. 
His presence aids in the gradual 
integration ofBrantford cam-
pus concerns into students' union 
operations. 
Although the logistics of being at 
a separate campus makes interac-
tion outside of the boardroom diffi-
cult, Faessler should strive to main-
tain contact with Waterloo direc-
tors in order to better contribute to 
board operations as a whole. 
Since the boardroom is Faessler's 
primary point of contact with oth-
ers on the board, he needs to make 
greater efforts to be vocal when giv-
en the opportunity. 
As a first-time director, Walk-
er goes above and beyond what is 
expected of him as he fulfils both 
the role of director and vice-chair. 
Walker effectively advocates on 
behalf of students not only in the 
boardroom but also in the variety of 
committees he has participated in 
and through his role on the univer-
sity's Senate. 
In his role as vice-chair, he is vis-
ibly well-prepared for meetings and 
exhibits a thorough understanding 
of policy and students' union initia-
tives and as such he is consistently 
well-respected by his peers. Walker 
is an asset to the board and his ef-
forts to advocate on behalf of stu-
dents is both admirable and makes 
him seem as though he is far more 
experienced than his short ten-
ure as a director would suggest. He 
shows a great deal of promise for 
the future. 
a 
c 
I 
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Kyle Hocking - Chair of 
the board 
Kyle Walker - President 
and CEO 
These reviews were written ·col-
laboratively by Campus News 
Editor Mike Lakusiak. News Di-
rector Linda Givetash and Editor-
in-Chief Alanna Wallace. They 
As a second -year director and 
chair of the board, Hocking's expe-
rience has made him an asset when 
it comes to providing guidance for 
new directors. However, concerns 
about a lack of training for board 
members have been raised - are-
sponsibility that falls to the chair. 
He administers meeting agendas to 
the board in a timely manner, which 
allows directors to adequately pre-
pare for upcoming meetings. 
Hocking ensures that board 
meetings are run efficiently, keep-
ing to the agenda while allowing a 
fair balance of discussion among 
the directors when their concerns 
are raised. Although Hocking is ac-
cessible to directors outside the 
board room, he needs to be more 
proactive in reaching out to them 
Coming into the position of 
president, Walker had a substantial 
learning curve to tackle as a result of 
having previous experience work-
ing in residence life rather than in 
the union. 
While his background has pro-
vided him with a unique perspective 
on union matters, he has occasion-
ally been single-minded in cham-
pioning specific initiatives rather 
than focusing on broader aspects of 
his role. 
This year has posed many chal-
lenges as the union has entered ne-
gotiations for the operating agree-
ment with the university, an im-
portant opportunity for Walker to 
prove himself and contribute to the 
are based on observations from 
attending the board's meetings, 
as well as from many hours of 
interviews conducted with the 
student representatives. The in-
Better Glasses 
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illusions inc. 
and assisting them with achieving 
their goals rather than waiting for 
directors to seek him out. Hock-
ing has lost the trust of some direc-
tors by taking the reins and mak-
ing executive decisions rather than 
bringing topics before the board for 
discussion. 
Both within and outside the 
boardroom, Hocking's close work-
ing relationship with management 
creates uncertainty amongst direc-
tors as to where his own agenda lies 
and whose concerns he is pi'i"oritiz-
ing. Hocking should meet more reg-
ularly with directors in order to be 
more open and transparent with his 
role and provide greater assistance 
to directors on both with respect to 
their responsibilities and individual 
initiatives. 
legacy he clearly seeks to leave in his 
position. 
In the boardroom, Walker always 
appears prepared for meetings, 
providing the board with the docu-
ments they need and having reports 
ready to present. 
He is for the most part respected 
by directors and perceived to fulfill 
his role well. 
Now tackling the restructuring of 
the union in addition to the many 
projects he has taken on this year, 
Walker needs to maintain strong 
communication with the board 
and management group to ensure 
all these projects are carried out 
successfully. 
WADE THOMPSON GRAPHICS EDITOR 
terviews were constructed to 
evaluate the performance of the 
elected directors based on self-
and peer-evaluation. 
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WLUSU rearranges 
positions for next year 
Changes meant to allow management 
team 'to do more with less' 
BREE MANTHA 
LEAD REPORTER 
The Wilfrid Laurier University Stu-
dents' Union (WLUSU) will un-
dergo some changes to the structure 
of their management group during 
hiring for next year in order to bet-
ter serve the students it represents. 
These changes are mainly as a result 
of a market research study conduct-
ed during the 2009-10 school year. 
In 2008, WLUSU underwent re-
structuring so that the vice-·presi-
dent structure reflected that of the 
university administration. Since 
then, the decision has been made to 
move away from this arrangement 
and to line up the VP positions with 
an internal, full-time support group 
within the students' union. 
Kyle Walker, president and CEO 
ofWLUSU. explained that differ-
ent committees made up of those in 
these new roles will increase WLU-
SU' s ability to cover more ground, 
especially in terms of activities and 
promotions. 
"Now is the time for similar com-
mittees to move into that structure;' 
Walker explained. "They can be ... 
supportive under there, they up-
grade our flexibility. We need the 
institutional memory with each 
department:' 
With the increase in focus on 
clubs and faculty associations, 
the VP clubs and activities posi-
tion will be changed to the VP of 
programming. 
The VP programming will be in 
charge solely of activities, which will 
promote the assistant vice president 
(AVP) clubs and faculty associa-
tions to a vice-president position, 
reporting directly to the president. 
Winter Carnival, the A-Team, Bar 
Promotions Team, WLUSU Liaison 
Team and Orientation Week as well 
as Shinerama will be handled by this 
position. 
Burton Lee, the current VP of 
clubs and activities, believes that the 
workload will be lighter with two 
VPs. "It's·a little difficult to man-
age ... . A lot of times, there's seven, 
eight, nine, ten events going on in 
one week;' Lee said of the workload 
taken on by his position this year. 
"One person doesn't have to try 
and manage all those;' he reasoned. 
"You can have two people managing 
those and really make sure the expe-
rience is positive." 
Lee thinks that this change will 
allow the VPs to do more within 
Current Posltfons 
their roles because they are manag-
ing fewer committees at once. "It 
will be a lot more hands-on, which I 
think is very positive;' he said. 
The VP public affairs position is 
being declared redundant. Accord-
ing to Walker, the position has gone 
through many changes over the 
years and is no longer serving the 
duties it was created for. 
Instead, a marketing and commu-
nications manager position is being 
created. The position will be a full-
time, permanent position occupied 
by a non-student. 
The marketing and communi-
cations manager will work closely 
with an IT coordinator and a digi-
tal media coordinator to diversey 
communication. Walker noted that 
there had been frequent changes 
surrounding the position from year 
to year. Pam Blomfield, the student 
who currently occupies the position, 
hopes that the change will be the 
last one to the position. 
Blomfield also believes tliat the 
permanent position will provide 
more stable support for students 
and volunteers. 
"Every year has a different strat-
egy;' Blomfield said about the posi-
tion. "Getting that full-time, consis-
tent position in place will eliminate 
that uncertainty ... the transition 
won't be as rough going forward:' 
Another position being removed is 
the A VP of finance, also because it is 
no longer serving the purpose it was 
created to serve. 
The AVP first-year experience 
position will be eliminated. In-
stead, a director of orientation will 
be hired. 
The director of orientation will 
assume the duties of the A VP first-
year experience, plus will take re-
sponsibility for Shinerama. The po-
sition is still a paid one, but duties 
will end at the end of September. 
A number of student organiza-
tions will be shifted around as well. 
Fashion n' Motion, Laurier Univer-
sity Charity Kouncil (L.U.C.K.) and 
Charity Ball will be moved to Cam-
pus Clubs, and Boar's Head will be-
come part of the Student Food Bank. 
Because the board of directors 
has not met to discuss the shifting 
positions, Walker would not com-
ment on the subject of financial im-
plications, although there will be 
a cost decrease of approximately 
$25,000. The board will meet this 
Friday afternoon, Jan. 7 to go over 
the changes. 
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Film lovers' store 
to close its doors 
Local business GenX plans to shut down 
LINDA GIVETASH 
NEWS DIRECTOR 
After 16 years of providing the city 
with unique and hard-to-find films, 
Generation X Video & Media, bet-
ter known as GenX, is planning to 
close its doors. While countless 
loyal customers are sad to see it go, 
GenX owner Mike Greaves feels that 
he's shutting down the business on a 
"high note:' 
Establishing GenX while study-
ing film at the University of Water-
loo (UW), Greaves explained, "The 
initial concept was to supply mov-
ies for the students who needed 
to get the movies so they wouldn't 
have to go to Toronto and appeal to 
the art house crowd out the.re that 
was going to the Princess Cinemas 
already:' 
The promising market kept GenX 
successful since its opening; how-
ever the last few years have seen a 
decline in business. 
"It is the trend in the industry 
along with the trend of demograph-
ics that have sort of hit us from all 
directions," explained Greaves. The 
trend in the industry reflects the 
move towards digital media that 
is slowly making traditional video 
rentals obsolete. . 
Reflecting on the transition to 
current technology, Greaves noted 
that the onset of DVDs brought a 
boom to the industry by making 
available films that were previous-
ly inaccessible on VHS. However, 
the following shift to downloading 
movies and other media have begun 
to show a negative impact on the 
business. 
"It seems to me to be a more ef-
ficient way of doing things;' Greaves 
said in support of new technol-
ogy. ''I'm a little sad that the studios 
haven't gone harder into bringing 
this stuff online so that it's easier to 
access:· 
While the youth market has 
shown some decrease in interest for 
GenX as a result of downloading, 
the other groups the store relies on 
are also visiting less frequently. 
"The baby boomers are aging 
and as people get older they have a 
tendency to rent less movies;• said 
Greaves. As for the those in their 
30s and 40s - or the "Generation X 
and Generation Y crew" as Greaves 
called them -'their young families 
have kept them away from renting 
--------------------
While some places charge 
up to $6000/term, WCRI 
offers housing at an unbe-
lievable rate. We also pro-
vide many services such 
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NIC K LACHANCE VISUAL DIRECTOR 
Open for only two more months, customers browse through GenX's extensive m ovie collection. 
movies. 
Although business declined only 
slightly in each age group, the ac-
cumulation led Greaves to make his 
decision to close. 
With the last day to rent mov-
ies set for Feb. 14, and the offi-
cia! closing of the store on Feb. 28, 
customers from all demographics 
have been flooding the store to buy 
their favourite and now discounted 
products. 
"We have a very large collection, 
so even with the last three days be-
ing absolutely chaotic here we still 
have 13- [ or]14,000 films on the 
shelves;' Greaves assured, meaning 
customers still have plenty of time 
to shop. 
Greaves plans to take a break 
KW in brief 
for his first year off and pursue his 
hobby of coaching two teams on the 
local roller derby. Following that, 
Greaves explained that he will wait 
and see what ideas he comes across. 
''I'm always looking to make Wa-
terloo a better place and I'll probably 
try to figure out what Waterloo is 
missing and needs and try to fill that 
gap;' he said. 
Northdale committee 1 Jewelry store robbed in mall 
structure approved 
On Dec. 13, Waterloo city coun-
cil approved one of the first steps 
in improving Northdale, the area 
north of University Ave. East, which 
is predominantly inhabited by 
students. 
The motion concerned staff rec-
ommendations for a special project 
committee to oversee studies and 
plans that for the area. The mem-
bership of the committee will con-
sist of key stakeholders in North-
dale, including a representative from 
Wilfrid Laurier Students' Union, the 
university's administration, at least 
one student that resides in North-
dale, along with a non-student per-
manent resident. 
The deadline for applicants to 
sit on the committee is Jan. 21 and 
the membership will be appointed 
shortly after. 
-Compiled by Linda Givetash 
Emergency services received a call 
at about 10:05 a.m. on Jan. 5 report-
ing a robbery at Conestoga Mall. 
Police said four suspects wearing 
dark clothing entered the mall and 
smashed several display cases at 
Raffi jewelry store, taking an undis-
closed amount of jewelry and then 
fled on foot. No suspects have been 
arrested at this time and the investi-
gation is ongoing. 
-Photo and story by Elizabeth Bate 
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Captain no longer silent about teammate's death 
After being advised not to comment regarding the accidental death of STU volleyball player Andrew Barlett, 
the team's co-captain addresses hazing rumours 
LILY SOISSON 
THE AOUINIAN 
FREDERICTON (CUP)- Brett . 
Lewis has nothing to hide. The co-
captain of the volleyball team's one 
regret, besides losing his teammate, 
is that he followed the advice of uni-
versity administrators who asked 
him to keep quiet. 
Lewis said the entire team was 
asked not to speak to the media fol-
lowing the death of rookie Andrew 
Bartlett after a team party last Octo-
ber. He trusted the university to rep-
resent him and his teammates, but 
now he says he feels let down. 
"The people who suggested we 
keep quiet and said that they would 
handle it didn't do so;' said Lewis, 
who feels the university should have 
made a statement on behalf of the 
volleyball team early on. 
At the time, the administration 
said there would be no comment 
from the athletic department, but 
it did not tell student athletes they 
couldn't talk. 
As team co-captain, Lewis said 
he was unofficially in charge of the 
rookie party last fall. After the party, 
Bartlett was driven home by a team-
mate. The next morning he was 
found dead by police in a stairwell 
in his apartment building. Police 
ruled Bartlett's death an accident. 
In a statement released Dec. 8, 
police spokesman Rick Mooney 
stated alcohol was a factor in an ac-
cidental fall. The investigation con-
eluded no criminal wrongdoing, but 
revealed few other details. 
St. Thomas University (STU) also 
concluded their investigation that 
day and president Dennis Cochrane 
said the university found evidence 
of hazing on the volleyball team. He 
told media that Lewis and his team-
mates broke school policy by treat-
ing rookies and veterans differently. 
The team has been suspended for 
the rest of the season. 
It didn't take long for rumours 
of hazing to surface after Bartlett's 
death. An article published on the 
New Brunswick Beacon alleged 
Bartlett and other volleyball rookies 
participated in initiation rituals at 
the party. 
Amidst speculation and media 
attention, Lewis says the team was 
advised not to speak to the media, a 
decision he now regrets. 
''A matter of days after the inci-
dent there should have been some 
form of address whether it was from 
the university, from the coaching 
staff or from mysel£ I think some-
thing should have been done to bet-
ter address the issue because the 
silence added fuel to the rumours 
and allowed skeptics to assume the 
worst:' 
According to Lewis, nothing sin-
ister happened at the party. Rook-
ies were asked to bring costumes 
and he admits a lot of alcohol was 
present. But he says no one was hu-
miliated or berated and no one was 
forced to participate. Lewis insist-
ed everyone had a good time, even 
Bartlett. 
"I remember, I have a vivid detail 
of the night this year and of Andrew 
with his arm around me, making fun 
of me and laughing and carrying on 
for a while;' he said. "I think Andrew 
had a really good time:' 
Lewis acknowledged that there's 
much secrecy around rookie parties, 
but he said the atmosphere at this 
party was congratulatory. Rook-
ies could opt out of the activities if 
they wanted, and Lewis said some of 
them did. 
Lewis said he personally kept an 
eye on his teammates drinking and 
at no point did he think he would 
need to stop the party because 
things ~ere out of control. 
As Bartlett's case got more atten-
.tion, so did the team. 
"A lot of the guys had a real hard 
time with it, just being scapegoated 
and borderline shunned;' said Lew-
is, who describes receiving some 
"longer than usual stares" during 
that time. 
He tried to f'~cus on volleyball. 
The team played an exhibition tour-
nament just six days after the pass-
ing of their teammate and Lewis 
admits it was hard to muster the en-
thusiasm and energy to get back on 
the court. 
"It was really frustrating because 
we had the talent or ability to be a 
good team, but it couldn't produce 
on the court just because there was 
so much going on. We kept going to 
practices, kept playing our games:· 
Lewis found encouragement in 
Bartlett's parents, who told the team 
to keep playing. And it seemed like 
things were getting better until the 
suspension of the team was an-
nounced in mid-December. After 
all their hard work to get back on the 
court, Lewis said the news felt like a 
slap in the face. 
"It probably would have been a lot 
better to have just not played at all:' 
He wasn't surprised by the sever-
ity of the punishment. Following 
Bartlett's death, speculation about 
hazing grew across the country. He 
feels that because hazing was wide-
ly thought of to be the cause, the 
school was almost forced to hand 
out the harsh consequence. 
"Because of how things were han-
dled they ran out of options;' said 
Lewis. "Things were handled poorly 
from the beginning:' 
However, he said the people he 
trusted to tell his side of the story 
kept quiet and as a result he's not 
only lost a teammate but an entire 
team. 
"Everyone makes mistakes, us in-
cluded, it just seems like we're also 
paying for their mistakes, too:· 
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People line up outside a New Brunswick church for the funeral of Andrew Bartlett. a fourth-year St. 
Thomas University student who was found dead in his apartment building on Oct. 24. 
The incident • Andrew Bartlett. a rookie vol-leyball player at STU, attended 
the team's party on Oct 23 
• Fredericton police confirmed 
on Dec. 8 that he passed away 
in the early hours of Oct 24 
• The death was ruled acciden-
tal, with alcohol as a contribut-
ing factor, causing Bartlett to 
fall in h1s apartment stairwell 
• Officials have not release his 
blood-alcohol level at the time 
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Drug-related violence escalates in Mexico, U.S. 
Mexican and U.S. governments enforce initiative to curb corruption behind a rise in drug proliferation 
RAVI BALAKRISHNAN 
STAFF WRITER 
"We will persevere until we leave 
Mexico free of the cancer of orga-
nized crime;' said Mexican Presi-
dent Felipe Calderon in a speech 
in late November. On Dec. 8 in 
a shootout with police, drug lord 
Nazario Moreno of the "La Famil-
ia" drug cartel was gunned down, 
this being the most recent event 
following a string of drug lord ar-
rests organized by the Mexican 
government. 
On Nov. 27 the Mexican govern-
ment succeeded in capturing drug 
lord Arturo Gallegos Castrellon. 
He was the leader of "Los Aztec as", 
which is a drug cartel allegedly re-
sponsible for 8o per cent of the kill-
ings in Cui dad Juarez, a city that has 
been ravaged by drug violence over 
the past three years. 
There were 2,600 killings in 
Juarez in 2009 and the city has av-
eraged seven homicides a day this 
pastyear.Mexico has eliminated the 
figure-heads of four prominent drug 
cartels over the last six months in 
an aggressive initiative to tackle the 
dramatic increases in drug-fuelled 
carnage in cities like Cuidad Juarez. 
Violence has escalated to such 
an extreme that business owners in 
Cuidad Juarez have requested in-
tervention by the United Nations 
after many businesses have been 
forced to close as a result of soaring 
extortion demands and the wide-
spread threat of danger. 
United States President Barack 
0 bama has offered a helping hand 
to Calderon, offering aid in the form 
of U.S. intelligence in exchange for 
co-ordination with U.S. officials to 
ensure the safety of civilians on both 
sides of the border. 
The majority of drugs exported 
from Mexico are smuggled into 
the United States, with marijuana 
and cocaine from Colombia be-
ing the most commonly exported 
commodities. 
"The problem with crime in Mex-
ico is most of it takes place in cities 
like Tijuana and Juarez, cities that 
are right on the border of cities like 
San Diego and El Paso. When one 
gets further away from the border, 
things aren't as bad;' said Barry Kay, 
Laurier professor of political sci-
ence. He went on to explain that 
while there is crime throughout 
all of Mexico, it is concentrated at 
the border, justifYing the increased 
American involvement. 
Mexican drug cartels have ex-
panded their business initiatives by 
using already established drug trade 
routes in Mexico as the means for 
moving Colombian cocaine into the 
United States. 
Colombia has been ravaged by 
drug conflict for much longer than 
Mexico, explained James Restre-
po, professor of Hispanic stud-
ies at the University of Western 
Bleak new year for Pakistan 
Assassin's motives run deeper than simply 
religious penal code amendements 
ALEXANDROS MITSIOPOULOS 
WORLD EDITOR 
Pakistan grieves over the death of 
Punjab Governor Salman Taseer this 
past Tuesday, a senior member of 
the Pakistan People's Party. Paki-
stan's Prime Minister, YousufRaza 
Gilani, Taseer's close friend and ally, 
has called for three days of mourn-
ing and appealed to the citizens of 
Pakistan to remain calm in this time 
of unrest. 
Rehman Malik, Pakistan's interior 
minister, has stated that the assas-
sin, Malik Mumtaz Qadri, was a ser-
vice-member ofTaseer's elite guard. 
Qadri was captured at the scene and 
detained by police. 
Taseer's death cGmes· as the sec-
ond high profile assassination since 
Benazir Bhutto's death in 2007. As 
with the case then, the assassina-
tion has been heavily shrouded in 
controversy. 
Qadri's subsequent confession 
revealed that Taseer was killed in 
reprisal for his stances towards the 
amendments of Pakistan's blas-
phemy laws, a set of penal codes in-
tended to discipline deviance from 
the Islamic faith. The punishments 
traditionally have been comprised of 
the death penalty. 
However, in actuality, most ver-
dicts are appealed and subsequent-
ly overturned. While there have 
been no executions resulting from 
a charge under the blasphemy laws 
thus far, 30 individuals have been 
killed at the hands of lynch mobs. 
Growing frustration has called 
for the law's abolition. The gov-
ernment has attempted to distance 
itself from the issue to escape 
criticism. 
Taseer's assassination has con-
tributed to certain systemic prob-
lems as well. Many have claimed 
that his death has effectively as-
phyxiated Pakistan's liberal voice. 
While supporters have praised Qa-
dri, extending their sympathies and 
showering him in rose petals at his 
arraignment, others have been cau-
tious to condemn his actions for fear 
of persecution. 
Tensions peaked when Taseer 
called for the pardon of Asia Bibi, a 
Christian woman accused of blas-
phemy towards Islam. The laws 
have long been perceived to tar-
get religious minorities and many 
shared Taseer's apprehensions with 
their perpetuation. 
As such, Taseer has been per-
ceived by the media to be a very 
charismatic and popular politician. 
However, many Pakistanis do not 
share this optimism with regards to 
his legacy. In fact, it could be argued 
that focus on the blasphemy law as 
the true reason for Taseer's death is 
only part of a larger issue plaguing 
Pakistani politics. 
As if Ali Zardari, Pakistan's presi-
dent, has largely been held account-
able for the growing instability 
looming in Pakistan. Widespread 
corruption has been the principal 
complaint concerning his leader-
ship, but the mismanagement of aid 
intended for flood victims, extra-
judicial killings in Kirachi and the 
sharp increase in armed gang vio-
lence throughout Pakistan have all 
been attributed to his rule. 
For the rest of this 
story, check out 
thecord.ca/world 
Ontario. "Much to the disagreement 
of Calderon and Barack Obama, 
who say there is no way to compare 
Mexico to Colombia, what is hap-
pening in Mexico now happened in 
Colombia too, noting of course the 
historical differences between the 
two countries in terms of the in-
ternal arm conflict:' The conflict in 
Colombia has gone on for genera-
tions now and new potential issues 
arise for Mexico as cartels from both 
countries are becoming increasingly 
co-operative. 
In California, Proposition 19, al-
ternatively known as the "Regulate, 
Control & Tax Cannabis Act", was 
defeated with 54 per cent of Califor-
nians voting against the legalization 
and government regulation of mari-
juana-related activities on Nov. 2. 
Advocates of the act argued that 
legalization would have hurt the 
drug cartels by decreasing the de-
mand for marijuana, since it ac-
counts for 6o per cent of the profits 
that they make from American dis-
tribution. Marijuana exportation 
into the United States grosses orga-
nized crime in Mexico an estimated 
$io billion. 
"It was making alcohol posses-
sion illegal back in the '2os that re-
ally gave organizeel. crime an eco-
nomic boost, from which they went 
into all sorts of other things;' said 
Kay. "Without question its legaliza-
tion would have decreased criminal 
elements:' 
World in brief 
U.S.A. 
U.S. Navy Captain Owen Honors 
was dismissed from his position as 
executive officer of the USS Enter-
prise following the release of several 
videos featuring vulgar material. 
The USS Enterprise is scheduled for 
deployment this month. 
WADE THOMPSON GRAPHICS EDITOR 
TEL AVIV, Israel 
Ex-Israeli president, Moshe Kat-
sav has been found guilty of rape. 
It seems likely that Katsav could 
be sentenced to a minimum prison 
term of four years. The case may be 
taken to Israel's supreme court. 
-Compiled by Alexandros Mitsiopoulos 
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Being strung along 
WADE THOMPSON GRAPHICS EDITOR 
ELIZABETH BATE 
CORD FEATURES 
Unheard ofless than a decade ago, social net-working has changed the landscape oflnternet 
communication. 
More than just a new way to keep 
in touch, sites like Facebook and 
Twitter have created new jobs but, 
unfortunately for some, it has also 
created new addictions. 
Ilias Kotsireas, associate profes-
sor and undergraduate advisor in 
the physics and computer science 
department at Laurier, is amazed 
at the life-changing impact social 
networking and gaming sites have 
had on such a large population of 
individuals. 
"It's quite a phenomenon. When 
you're hooked up for nine or ten 
hours, it's bound to affect your life;' 
he said, referring to Mobile appli-
cations have made accessing these 
sites easier, but also harder to get 
away from. 
Daniel Rzondzinski, therapeutic 
counsellor at KIJV Counselling Ser-
vices, specializes in treating Internet 
addictions and said he is seeing an 
increasing number of patients every 
year. "We don't have statistics be-
cause it is quite secretive;' he said. 
Rzondzinski said these addictions 
start because the internet is easy to 
access and feels safe to the user. 
He said if the user's daily activi-
ties are being interrupted by using 
sites like Facebook or Internet gam-
bling and gaming that determines 
whether there is an addiction. 
"If you're doing this at work [or 
school]. how much time could you 
spend being more productive on 
something else?" he said. "The ad-
diction is affecting your normal life, 
so you're spending more and more 
hours with your addiction:' 
Both Kotsireas and Rzondzinski 
believe students in particular spend 
too much time online. With laptops 
becoming an ever-growing staple 
on university campuses, as much 
a temptation as a tool, many stu-
dents can't help being virtually so-
cial when they are supposed to be 
studying. 
"They are on Facebook during 
class;' Kotsireas sighs when an-
swering the inevitable question. 
Unlike some professors, he 
doesn't call his students out on the 
activity, even though he knows they 
are doing it. When we get to univer-
sity we are supposed to be adults, he 
reasoned. 
To Kotsireas, the gaming seems 
worse. "I see cards on the screen;' 
he said. Unsure whether it is just a 
Windows program or online poker, 
Kotsireas thinks tliis is a hindrance 
for students. 
"The Internet can be a big, big 
problem. It's a fantastic machine, 
but it can be terrible at the same 
time;' said Rzondzinski. 
As someone all too familiar with 
being on Facebook while I should 
be doing other things, I decided to 
try an experiment. I gave up social 
networking - all text, Facebook and 
Twitter - for an entire week. 
Tools of my daily life, I couldn't 
imagine what my life was like before 
them, just five years ago. 
Applications on mobile devices 
have made using social network-
ing so easy, we barely even think 
about it. It was hard at the begin-
ning of my week away to resist the 
urge to check my phone first thing in 
the morning and every few minutes 
'' Like any kind of addic-
tion .... There is a distor- · 
tion of their thinking 
process, a denial of real-
ity and rationalization:' 
-Daniel Rzondzinski, therapeutic 
counsellor at KW Counselling Services 
throughout the day. 
These applications have provided 
more than just ease of use. For the 
first time, in the 2009-10 school 
year, WLU offered an iPhone pro-
gramming course. 
The course focused on designing 
and programming apps for the pop-
ular device. 
With no final exam, the students 
in the fourth-year course were grad-
ed on a single, three-minute final 
presentation and demonstration of 
their app to the computer science 
department and representatives 
from Apple. 
Students were given prizes and 
the opportunity to be noticed by 
prospective employers. 
"Facebook does offer program-
ming jobs;' said Kotsireas, whose 
graduates have had interviews with 
the California-based company. 
He said these programming posi-
tions with companies like Google, 
Twitter and Apple are heavily sought 
after. When Kotsireas goes to con-
ferences he said he gets handed 
cards by all these companies and 
more, who are seeking fresh gradu-
ates to add to their employee roster. 
Rzondzinski said the key to using 
the new wealth social networking 
provides and maintaining a healthy 
relationship with these tools is bal-
ance firmly rooted in reality. 
"Like any kind of addiction, peo-
ple are suffering from what we call 
impaired thinking. There is a distor-
tion in their thinking process, a de-
nial of reality and rationalization;' 
he said. 
Rzondzinski maintains the be-
haviour becomes an issue when the 
user is spending three, four or more 
hours a day online looking at the 
same websites. 
"One thing that we see with stu-
dents is failing courses;' said Rzon-
dzinski, who suggests students who 
find themselves skipping classes 
frequently or failing courses due to 
extensive time spent online should 
seek help. "It's very difficult to solve 
the problem by themselves;' he said. 
Rzondzinski said part of the dif-
ficulty of addressing an internet 
addiction is the ease of deniabil-
ity. The Internet is a good tool and 
is widely used, giving the addict the 
ability to be ambivalent about the 
issue. "They say, 'I have a problem, 
but I don't have a problem';' he said. 
As my week without social net-
working progressed, I barely noticed 
the absence, but when the week was 
over I was glad to have it back just 
the same. I have realized I can live 
without virtual social networking,' 
but I find myself asking why I would 
want to, as long as its presence in 
my life remains healthy. 
"We do a lot of things today that 
we couldn't imagine a few years 
ago;' said Kotsireas. 
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B r i n g i n g  m o v i e s ,  m u s i c ,  g a m e s  
a n d  b o o k s  t o  t h e  w o r l d ' s  f i n g e r t i p s ,  
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d r a w  i n  b u y e r s .  
L a t e r  i n  t h e  y e a r  t h e  d e v i c e  p r o v e d  
i t s  w o r t h  b y  b e i n g  t h e  f o c u s  o f  a  h i -
l a r i o u s  M o d e r n  F a m i l y  e p i s o d e ,  a n d  
C O N T R I B U T E D  I M A G E  
t h e n  a g a i n  o n  C h r i s t m a s  d a y  w h e n  
G o r i l l a z  r e l e a s e d  t h e i r  a l m o s t  e n -
t i r e l y  i P a d - r e c o r d e d  a l b u m  T h e  F a l l .  
C O N T R I B U T E D  I M A G E  
L a t e - n i g h t  N B C  d r a m a  
I n  l a t e  2 0 0 9  r u m o u r s  s t a r t e d  c i r c u -
l a t i n g  a b o u t  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  N B C ' s  l a t e  
n i g h t  l i n e - u p .  
J a y  L e n o ' s  1 1 : 3 5  p m  h o s t i n g  g i g  a t  
T h e  T o n i g h t  S h o w  h a d  b e e n  p r e d e t e r -
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2 0 0 9 .  
C o n a n  O ' B r i e n  s m o o t h l y  t r a n -
s i t i o n e d  i n t o  L e n o ' s  r o l e ,  a n d  L e n o  
b e g a n  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  h i s  w : o o p m  
N B C  e v e n i n g  t a l k  s h o w .  
I n  J a n u a r y  2 0 1 0 ,  N B C  e x e c u t i v e s  
b e g i n  t a k i n g  s t e p s  t o  t a k e  T h e  J a y  
L e n a  S h o w  o f f  t h e  a i r  a f t e r  l a c k l u s t r e  
r a t i n g s .  
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H i s  s e c o n d  a l b u m  M y  W o r l d  2 . 0  
d e b u t e d  a t  n u m b e r  1  o n  t h e  B i l l -
1  
b o a r d  c h a r t s ,  s u r p a s s i n g  r e c o r d s  
f o r m e r l y  s e t  b y  T h e  B e a t l e s  a n d  S t e -
v i e  W o n d e r .  T h i s  w a s  f o l l o w e d  u p  
b y  t h e  N o v .  2 2  r e l e a s e  o f  M y  W o r l d  
A c o u s t i c ,  w h i c h  s o l d  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  c o p i e s  
i n  i t s  f i r s t  w e e k .  
M o r e  b i z a r r e l y ,  e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  
B i e b e r  t r a d i n g  c a r d s  a n d  a c t i o n  f i g -
u r e s  t o  u n d e r w e a r  a n d  b e d d i n g  a r e  
a l s o  o n  t h e  m a r k e t  n o w .  
T o u r i s m  i n  h i s  h o m e t o w n  S t r a t -
I  
f o r d  i s  a l s o  b o o m i n g  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  
" B i e b e r i f f i c  M a p "  o f  t h e  O n t a r i o  
c i t y  k n o w n  f o r  i t s  S h a k e s p e a r e a n  
c u l t u r e .  
T h e  m a p ,  d e s i g n e d  b y  B i e b s ,  .  
m a r k s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  a l l  h i s  f a v o u -
r i t e  h a n g o u t s ,  r e s t a u r a n t s  a n d  e v e n  
h i s  o l d  s c h o o l s .  
I t  w a s  a l s o  r e c e n t l y  a n n o u n c e d  
t h a t  t h e  1 6 - y e a r - o l d  p o p s t a r  w a s  
n a m e d  t h e  s e c o n d  m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  
p e r s o n  o n  T w i t t e r  - o n l y  f a l l i n g  b e -
h i n d  B a r a c k  O b a m a ,  b u t  b e a t i n g  o u t  
S a r a h  P a l i n  a n d  G e o r g e  W .  B u s h .  
W i t h  a  r e c e n t  h a i ' r c u t ,  h i s  b i o g -
r a p h y  J u s t i n  B i e b e r :  F i r s t  S t e p  2  F o r e v e r  
o u t  a n d  a  3 - D  m o v i e  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  
a  F e b r u a r y  r e l e a s e ,  t h e  " B i e b o n i c  
P l a g u e "  s h o w s  n o  s i g n s  o f  s l o w i n g  
d o w n  i n  2 0 1 1 .  
- A l l  c o m p i l e d  b y  S a r a h  M u r p h y  
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Looking ahead to 2011 
Arts Editor Sarah Murphy takes a look at the year's upcoming music and movies 
Winter/spring music preview 
In 2011, we should be seeing ma-jor comeback albums for bands that seem to have fallen off the face of the earth. 
Big names in hip hop return to 
the scene this year, while the alter-
native scene will also be graced by 
the presence of favourites like the 
Strokes and Radiohead. 
On New Year's Eve Kanye West 
revealed that his album with Jay-Z 
will be dropping sometime in the 
next week. 
Watch the Throne is an entirely col-
laborative effort from the two rap-
pers and if Kanye' s latest solo album 
is any indication of what fans can 
expect, then it should be one hell of 
a record. 
Portland indie sweethearts the 
Decemberists return with their sixth 
studio album The King is Dead. 
A departure from 2009's The Haz-
ards of Love concept album," the new 
release features multiple appear-
ances by R.E.M:s Peter Buck. 
The King is Dead hits shelves on 
Jan.18. 
Folk favourites Iron & Wine re-
lease their new album Kiss Each Other 
Clean on January 25 -their first new 
material in years. 
Rap veteran Dr. Dre releases Detox 
on Feb. 8. 
Single "Kush" (feat. Snoop Dogg 
and Akon) was released in Novem-
ber, while there are rumoured guest 
appearances on the album from 
Eminem, Jay-Z and Lady Gaga. 
Feb. 15 marks the release of 
Bright Eyes' first album since 2007's 
Cassadaga. 
Pitchfork has been streaming a 
new song called "Shell Games," in-
dicating a return to classic Bright 
Eyes style, which should keep fans 
happy. 
On the same day, Montreal's The 
Dears will release Degeneration Street 
as a follow-up to 2oo8's Missiles. 
Known for their theatrical live 
shows, if you get a chance to see the 
band touring this album, it will be 
well worth it. 
British songstress Adele releases 
her second album 21 on Feb. 22. 
After garnering a Grammy for 
Best New Artist, 21 is undoubtedly a 
highly anticipated album. 
Adele describes her own sound as 
"heartbroken soul;' so if you're look-
ing for upbeat pop, avoid this record. 
Lupe Fiasco's third album Lasers 
drops on March 8. 
The first single "The Show Goes 
On" samples Modest Mouse's "Float 
On" and fans can be sure that his 
brand of alternative hip hop will at 
least deliver a few solid tracks on the 
latest album. 
Lady Gaga also returns once 
again with her third studio album, 
Born This Way on May 23. 
Finally, the rumours buzzing 
about non-finalized projects are 
some of the most exciting prospects 
for 2011. 
The Beastie Boys are set to release 
Hot Sauce Committee Pt.l in spring, 
though no date has been confirmed. 
Radiohead and The Strokes are 
also slated to have new albums out 
in the spring, though neither have 
released names or dates. 
Death Cab for Cutie, Outkast and 
Amy Winehouse have also claimed 
that they will be releasing new al-
bums this year, though the latter 
is probably not the most reliable 
claim. 
thecord.ca 
F1lrn prev1evv 
The upcoming year prom-ises to deliver some enter-taining films. Continuing a trend that few can master, 
numerous sequels are slated for re-
lease throughout the upcoming year, 
animated films continue to bring 
laughs to child and adult audiences 
alike, and comic book blockbusters 
will likely dominate the box office. 
January kicks off with the Jan. 14 
release of The Green Hornet, directed 
by innovative French moviemaker 
Michel Gondry. The film stars Seth 
Rogen as Britt Reid, a wealthy news-
paper publisher by day, but vigilante 
crime fighter by night. Rogen co-
wrote the movie, which also stars 
Academy Award winner Christoph 
Waltz, Cameron Diaz and Jay Chou. 
On Jan. 28, Mexican film Biutiful 
reaches theatres. Directed by Ale-
jandro Gonzalez Inarritu, the dark 
film follows a man on his search for 
a lost love and a better life for his 
children. Star Javier Bardem has 
been receiving praise from both 
critics and peers for his haunting 
performance. 
February will see a fun animated 
reinterpretation of Shakespeare's 
Romeo and Juliet. The Disney 
Touchstone picture Gnomeo and Juliet 
features the voices of James McA-
voy and Emily Blunt as the two lead 
characters, with a star-studded 
supporting cast including Maggie 
Smith, Michael ~ine and Patrick 
Stewart. The family friendly flick 
debuts on Feb. 11. 
May looks like it will deliver the 
perfect combination oflaughter and 
action. Thor, directed by Kenneth 
Branagh, kicks off on May 6 and 
tells the story of an arrogant warrior 
cast down to Earth by his father. The 
film stars Chris Hemsworth along-
side Natalie Portman and Anthony 
Hopkins. 
Kung-FuPanda2 is slated to pro-
vide laughs and excitement, as its 
all-star cast returns in the sequel. 
The family friendly story of'ilo the 
Panda features the voices of Jack 
Black, Angelina Jolie, Jackie Chan, 
David Cross, Lucy Liu and Seth Ro-
gen. It hits the big screen on May 27. 
Another May sequel that fans 
are hoping will live up to the origi-
nal is The Hangover 2. The cast re-
prises their roles as the story carries 
them to Thailand for Stu's wedding. 
Obviously something will go hor-
ribly wrong and hilarity will ensue. 
Opens on May 26. 
Finally, heading in to the summer 
blockbuster season, the final Harry 
Potter instalment hits theatres on 
July 15, which will undoubtedly be 
a worldwide phenomenon for the 
fans that have followed the series 
over the past decade. Harry Potter and 
the Deathly Hallows Part II brings the 
magical series to an end and will see 
the epic final faceoffbetween the 
boy wizard and Voldemort. 
. . .  
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C L A S S  I  F I " E D S  
A d v e r t i s i n g  M a n a g e r  A n g e l a  T a y l o r  •  a n g e l a  t a _ y l o r @ w l u s p . c o m  
D e a r L I F E  
D e a r  L i f e  i s  y o u r  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  w r i t e  a  
l e t t e r  t o  y o u r  l i f e ,  a l l o w i n g  y o u  t o  v e n t  
y o u r  a n g e r  w i t h  l i f e ' s  l i t t l e  . f r u s t r a t i o n s  i n  
a  c o m p l e t e l y  p u b l i c  f o r u m .  A l l  s u b m i s -
s i o n s  t o  D e a r  L i f e  a r e  a n o n y m o u s ,  s h o u l d  
b e  n o  l o n g e r  t h a n  1 0 0  w o r d s  a n d  m u s t  b e  
a d d r e s s e d  t o  y o u r  l i f e .  S u b m i s s i o n s  c a n  b e  
s e n t  t o  d e a r l i f e @ t h e c o r d . c a  n o  l a t e r  t h a n  
M o n d a y  a t  n o o n  e a c h  w e e k .  
D e a r  L i f e ,  
I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e  w h e t h e r  I  c a n  t e l l  
y o u  h o w  m u c h  I  l o v e  s n o w ,  b e c a u s e  
I  d o n ' t  r e a l l y  t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  w o r d s .  
W h e n  i t  s n o w s ,  i t ' s  l i k e  I  h a v e  a  
p u r p o s e .  
A s  l o n g  a s  i t  k e e p s  u p ,  I  f e e l  l i k e  
n o t h i n g  c a n  g o  w r o n g .  N o w  t h a t  i t ' s  
f i n a l l y  w i n t e r ,  i t ' s  l i k e  I ' m  a l i v e  a l l  
o v e r  a g a i n .  
S i n c e r e l y ,  
J u s t  R e a l i z e d  I ' m  a  S n o w m a n  
D e a r  L i f e ,  
T h a n k  y o u  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  m e  w i t h  
p e e r s  w h o  a r r i v e  l a t e ,  i n c e s s a n t l y  
t a l k ,  a n d  t h e n  l e a v e  e a r l y  a l l  t h e  
w h i l e  D r .  S i n c l a i r  t r i e s  t o  h e l p  t h e m  
p a s s  t h e i r  f i n a l  e x a m .  L i f e ,  i t  s h o u l d  
b e c o m e  a  c u s t o m  t o  h e c k l e  a n y o n e  
w h o  c a n  a r b i t r a r i l y  l e a v e  a  l e c t u r e ,  
f o r  t h e y  d e s e r v e  t h e  r e s p e c t  t h a t  
t h e y  e x e r t  t o w a r d  t h e i r  c l a s s m a t e s  
a n d  p r o f e s s o r s .  
S i n c e r e l y ,  
Y o u - M a k e - M e - W a n t - T o - T r i p - Y o u -
O n - Y o u r - W a y - O u t - Y o u - S t u p i d -
P u c k s  
D e a r  L i f e ,  
I  d o n ' t  r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  i t  w h e n  I  g o  
t o  o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  p l a c e s  t o  s t u d y  o n  
c a m p u s  a n d  h a v e  t o  f r e e z e  m y  a s s  
o f f .  I t ' s  r e a l l y  h a r d  t o  t y p e  o r  t u r n  
p a g e s  w i t h  m i t t e n s  o n .  
S i n c e r e l y ,  
P l e a s e  t u r n  u p  t h e  f u c k i n g  h e a t  i n  
t h e  c o n c o u r s e  
D e a r  L i f e ,  
T h e  S c i e n c e  A t r i u m  i s  n o t  a  c o f -
f e e  s h o p  w h e r e  y o u  c o n g r e g a t e  w i t h  
f r i e n d s  a n d  d i s c u s s  h o w  d r u n k  y o u  
w e r e  l a s t  n i g h t .  I t ' s  a  p l a c e  w h e r e  
S C I E N C E  ( n o t  b u s i n e s s  o r  a r t s )  s t u -
d e n t s  c o m e  t o  s t u d y  a n d  d i s c u s s ;  
h e t e r o g e n e o u s  c a t a l y s i s ,  p o l y m e r  
s y n t h e s i s ,  p r o t e i n  d e n a t u r a t i o n  a n d  
p a r t i c l e s  i n  a  b o x .  
S i n c e r e l y ,  
U s e  y o u r  o w n  f u c k i n g  b u i l d i n g  
D e a r  L i f e ,  
W L U  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s .  
S i n c e r e l y ,  
E n o u g h  S a i d  
D e a r  L i f e ,  
Y o u  k n o w  I  l o v e  t h i s  s c h o o l  b u t  i n -
s t e a d  o f  a  g r a n i t e  b e n c h  a n d  b r o n z e  
s t a t u e  o f  S i r .  W i l f r i d  L a u r i e r ,  d o  y o u  
t h i n k  w e  c o u l d  g e t  h e a t  i n  t h e  s c i -
e n c e  b u i l d i n g ?  P l e a s e ?  
S i n c e r e l y ,  
F r o s t  b i t t e n  s c i e n c e  s t u d e n t  
D e a r  L i f e ,  
I f  y o u  c l a s s r o o m  c o u p l e s  c a n ' t  k e e p  
y o u r  h a n d s  o f f  e a c h  o t h e r ,  g o  h o m e .  
C l a s s r o o m s  a r e  n o t  t h e  p l a c e  f o r  
P D A  m a k e o u t  s e s s i o n s .  
S i n c e r e l y ,  
T r y i n g  n o t  t o  p u k e ,  a n d  t h e  t h o u g h t  
o f  a l c o h o l  o n  a  h u n g o v e r  d a y  i s  e a s i -
e r  t o  h a n d l e  t h a n  l o o ) < i n g  a t  y o u  t w o  
D e a r  L i f e ,  
H o w  i s  i t  t h a t  I  n e e d  s k a t e s  o n  m y  
w a y  t o  c l a s s  t o  w a l k  t h r o u g h  t h e  
n o w  f r o z e n  p o n d  o n  t h e  s i d e w a l k .  
I t ' s  f u n n y  h o w  t h e y  h a v e  s o  m a n y  
c l u s t e r e d  s a l t  p i l e s ,  n o n e  o f  w h i c h  
s e e m  t o  r e a c h  t h e  c a m p u s  l a k e .  
S i n c e r e l y ,  
I f  t h e r e ' s  a  s i d e w a l k ,  I  s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  
t o  w a l k  o n  i t  t h r o u g h  a n y  w e a t h e r  
D e a r  L i f e ,  
I ' v e  a l w a y s  w a n t e d  t o  c a t c h  t w o  
p e o p l e  h a v i n g  s e x  i n  t h e  s t u d y  
r o o m s  a t  t h e  l i b r a r y  . . .  I t  w a s n ' t  u n -
t i l  t h e  o t h e r  d a y  t h a t  I  f o u n d  o u t  
t h a t  y o u  n e e d  t o  h a v e  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  
p e o p l e  t o  r e n t  a  r o o m  o u t .  T h a t ' s  a  
c h o o s e  y o u r  o w n  a d v e n t u r e  j o k e !  
T h e  e n d i n g  o f  i t  g o e s  a n y w a y  y o u  
w a n t  i t  t o : )  
S i n c e r e l y ,  
H a p p y  S t u d y i n g  L a u r i e r  
D e a r  L i f e ,  
H o w  c o m e  w h e n  u s i n g  S c h o l a r s  
P o r t a l  t h e  " G e t  i t  a t  L a u r i e r "  b u t t o n  
f a i l s  m o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e .  I f  i t  s a y s  " G e t  
i t  a t  L a u r i e r "  i t  s h o u l d  m e a n  G E T  I T  
A T  L A U R I E R !  
S i n c e r e l y ,  
K e e p  f i n d i n g  t h e  p e r f e c t  a r t i c l e  b u t  
c a n ' t  " G e t  i t  a t  L a u r i e r "  
D e a r  L i f e ,  
T o d a y  I  s a w  a n  e c o h a w k  i n  a  r n a -
j o r  d i l e m m a .  U p o n  f i n i s h i n g  t h e i r  
S t a r b u c k s  c o f f e e  c u p  t h e y  w e n t  o v e r  
t o  t h e  g a r b a g e / r e c y c l i n g  c o n t a i n e r s  
o n l y  t o  p o n d e r  f o r  a  c o u p l e  m i n u t e s  
t h e n  p r o c e e d  t o  a s k  a  f r i e n d  i f  i t  w a s  
r e c y c l a b l e  o r  n o t .  
S i n c e r e l y ,  
T r y  u s i n g  a  r e u s a b l e  c o f f e e  m u g  
Plet~ W h e r e '  s  R e e f e r ! !  
E . , . h  w e e k  Reele~ . .  ~et 1 5 %  
L
...;:;,;~ b e  h i l f i n g  s o t t t e w h e r e  i n  0 ¥ 1 =  
t h e  p e t p e r .  F i n l f  h i t t t  e m l f  b r i n g  
_  \ : \ f 0 . : . . .  i t  i n  f o r  1 0 %  o f f  ) t o w r  p w r c h e t s e !  
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C A M P U S  C H I R O P R A C T O R  
S t u d e n t s  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  W L U  H e a l t h  P l a n  
o n l y  p a y  t h e  2 0 ° / o  c o - i n s u r a n c e  f e e  
H E A L T H  S E R V I C E S  
8 8 4 - 0 7 1 0  E x t .  3 1 4 6  
G o  t o  w w w . s t u d e n t v i p . c a / w l u s u  f o r  d e t a i l s  
D e a r  L i f e ,  
E v e n  a  d a m n  y e t i  h a s  t o  w e a r  a  
j a c k e t  I N S I D E  t h e  s c i e n c e  a t r i u m .  
W h y  c a n  w e  p a y  f o r  a  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  
e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  a l r e a d y  P E R F E C T  
N i c h o l s  b u i l d i n g  b u t  c a n ' t  a f f o r d /  
c a r e  t o  k e e p  t h e  s c i e n c e  s t u d e n t s  
w a r m .  
S i n c e r e l y ,  
I  s t i l l  d o n ' t  h a v e  I n t e r n e t  
D e a r  L i f e ,  
T u r n s  o u t  t h a t  t h e  D r .  A l v i n  W o o d s  
b u i l d i n g  i s  n o t  c a l l e d  t h e  D a v i d  A l -
l e n  W o o d s  b u i l d i n g .  
S i n c e r e l y ,  
4 t h  y e a r  s c i e n c e  s t u d e n t  s t i l l  l e a r n -
i n g  a b o u t  t h e  c a m p u s ,  a n d ,  w h e r e  i s  
t h i s  b u i l d i n g ?  
D e a r  L i f e ,  
W h y  i s  i t  s o  h a r d  t o  g e t  u p  a n d  g e t  
y o u  s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ?  
S i n c e r e l y ,  
H i t t i n g  t h e  s n o o z e  b u t t o n  f o r  t h e  5 t h  
t i m e  t o d a y  
D e a r  L i f e ,  
L e t ' s  g e t  s e r i o u s  n o w  . . .  f i n a l  e x a m s  
a r e  d a y s  a w a y .  
S i n c e r e l y ,  
C a n ' t  s t o p  w a t c h i n g  C h r i s t m a s  
s p e c i a l s  
S t u d e n t  H o u s i n g  
S t u d e n t  r e n t a l  p r o p e r t i e s  a v a i l -
a b l e  f o r  r e n t  c l o s e  t o  W L U .  
C L E A N .  u p g r a d e d  D E T A C H E D  
h o u s e s .  t o w n h o u s e s .  a p a r t m e n t s  
a n d  t r u e  l o f t  s p a c e s  r e n t a l s  a v a i l -
a b l e  o n  many-nearby·sn-e~s i n - '  
e l u d i n g  E z r a .  M a r s h a l l .  H a z e l  a n d  
L e s t e r .  R e n t a l s  t o  s u i t  a l l  g r o u p  
s i z e s  f r o m  1  t o  1 3 .  M a n y  s t a r t  
d a t e s  a v a i l a b l e .  P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  
H o f f a c o  P r o p e r t y  M a n a g e m e n t  
- r e n t @ h o f f a c o  c o m  ( p r e f e r r e d )  o r  
t h r o u g h  p h o n e  5 1 9 - 8 8 5 7 9 1 0 .  
I  
S t u d e n t  H o u s i n g  
O n l y  $ 3 8 9  - F I V E  B E D R O O M  
H O U S E ,  M u s t  s e e .  g o e s  f a s t .  
e x c e l l e n t  l o c a t i o n .  1 4 7  8  W e -
b e r  S t r e e t  N .  S t a r t i n g  M a y  0 1 / 1 1 .  
c l o s e  t o  e v e r y t h i n g .  v e r y  c l e a n .  
f r e e  w a s h e r / d r y e r .  g a s  h e a t e d .  
n e w  w i n d o w s  &  d o o r s .  c h e a p  
u t i l i t i e s .  t w o  f u l l  b a h r o o m s .  t w o  
f u l l  s i < : , e  f r i d g e s .  h a r d w o o d  f l o o r s  
&  c e r a m i c  t i l e  t h r o u g h o u t .  l a r g e  
p r i v a t e  y a r d  a n d  l a r g e  d e c k .  f r e e  
p a r k i n g  f o r  f i v e  c a r s .  o n  b u s  r o u t e  
d i r e c t  5  m i n s  t o  U W  &  W L U .  $ 3 8 9  
p e r  r o o m /  p e r  m o n t h .  C a l l  5 1 9 -
7 4 1 - 7 7 2 4  o r  4 1 6 - 5 7 5 - 2 1 0 4 .  E m a i l  
i n f o @ a c d e v . c a  
O n l y  $ 4 1 9  - F O U R  B E D R O O M  
H O U S I N G ,  3 4  B r i d g e p o r t  R o a d  
E a s t .  S t a r t i n g  M a y  0 1 / 1 1 .  E x c e l -
l e n t  l o c a t i o n .  c l o s e  t o  e v e r y t h i n g ,  
d o w n t o w n  a t  W L U .  n e a r  U W .  
N e w .  i m m a c u l a t e .  o p e n  c o n c e p t  
k i t c h e n e r .  a l l  a p p l i a n c e s .  d i s h -
w a s h e r .  d i n i n g  r o o m  a n d  l i v i n g  
r o o m  o p e  o n t o  a  p r i v a t e  b a l c o -
n y .  c e n t r a l  a i r  c o n d i t i o n i n g .  h u g e  
r o o f t o p  g a r d e n  p a t i o .  c o m p l e t e  
l a u n d r y  f a c i l i t i e s .  d r y e r s  f r e e .  
f r e e  p a r k i n g .  g a s .  h e a t .  g a s  w a -
t e r  h e a t e r .  c h e a p  u t i l i t i e s .  o n  b u s  
r o u t e  d i r e c t  3  m i n  t o  U W  &  W L U .  
p e r f e c t  f o r  s t u d e n t s .  r e n t s  f a s t .  a  
m u s t  s e e .  O n l y  $  4 1 9  p e r  r o o m /  
p e r  m o n t h .  C a l l  5 1 9 - 7 4 1 - 7 7 2 4  o r  
w w w . a c d e v . c a  f o r  m a r  i n f o  a n d  
p i c t u r e s .  E m a i l  i n f o @ a c d e v . c a  
* * * * R U N ! ! ! ! * * * * 2 4 7  H A Z E L  S T .  
* * * * * 3  BEDROOMc~HOt}SE***** 
P E O P L E  L I N E  U P  &  F I G H T  O V E R  
T H I S  P L A C E - A  O N C E  E V E R Y  
3 - 4  Y E A R  O P P O R T U N I T Y .  3 0  
s e c o n d s  t o  W L U .  L o t s  o f  p a r k -
i n g .  N / C  L a u n d r y .  $ 4 5 0 /  m o n t h .  
( 5 1 9 )  5 7 5 - 6 3 2 1  o r  ( 5 1 9 )  5 7 5 - 6 3 1 3  
S e r v i c e s  
P R I V A T E  T U T O R I N G  i n  m a t h  b y  
r e c e n t l y  r e t i r e d  p r o f e s s o r .  w i t h  
P h .  D .  a n d  3 8  y e a r s  t e a c h i n g .  
M o s t  u n d e r g r a d  c o u r s e s .  i n c l u d -
I n g  p r e c a l c u l u s .  f i r s t  a n d  s e c o n d  
y e a r  c a l c u l u s .  s t a t i s t i c s .  m a t r i x  
a n d  l i n e a r  a l g e b r a .  d i s c r e t e  a n d  
f i n a n c i a l  m a t h e m a t i c s .  r e a l  a n a l -
y s i s .  s e t  t h e o r y .  m o d e r n  a l g e b r a .  
t o p o l o g y ,  e t c  . .  p l u s  s t a t i s t i c s  f r o m  
o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t s  o r  b u s i n e s s  
m a t h e m a t i c s .  R e s i d e n t  i n  K i t c h -
e n e r .  I n q u i r e  d l g r a n t 1 9 4 6 @ g m a i l .  
c o m  
t h e c o r d . c a  
T e a c h  E n g l i s h  
A b r o a d  
T E S O L / T E S L  T - c h e r  T n l n l n g  
C e r t i f i c a t i o n  C o a n e s  
•  l a t e u l v e  6 0 - H o a r  P r o g r a m  
•  C l a a a r o o m  l l l a a a g e m e a t  T e c h a l q u e s  
•  D e t a i l e d  L e s s o a  P l a a a l a g  
•  E S L  S l d l l s  D e v e l o p m e n t  
•  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  T e a c b l a g  M a t e r i a l s  
•  I n t e r a c t i v e  T e a c b l a g  P r a c t l c n m  
•  l n t e m a t l o n a l l y  R e c o g n l z ; e c l  C e r t i f i c a t e  
•  T e a c h e r  P l a c e m e n t  S e r v i c e  
•  M o n e y - B a c k  G u a r a n t e e  I n c l u d e d  
•  T h o u s a n d s  o f  S a t i s f i e d  S t u d e n t s  
O X F O R D  S E M I N A R S  
1 - 8 0 0 - 2 6 9 - 6  7 1 9 / 4 1 6 - 9 2 4 - 3 2 4 0  
w w w  . o x f o r d s e m i n a r s . c a  
T a k i n g  p l a c e  F e b  2 .  2 0 1 1  
a t  7 : 0 0 p m  i n  t h e  T u r r e t .  
N o m i n a t i o n  a p p l i c a t i o n s  
a r e  a v a i l a b l e  n o w  
a t  w w w . w l u s p . c o m  
&  w i l l  c l o s e  J a n  1 7 t h  1 2  n o o n .  
.  5  p o s i t i o n s  a v a i l a b l e :  
1  P r e s i d e n t  - 4  S t u d e n t  D i r e c t o r s  
-
- ·  
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EDITORIAL 
Opinion Editor Eric Merkley • emerkley@thecord.ca 
Drug reform needed in 
U.S. for peace in Mexico 
An increasing amount of attention is being focused on 
the troubles experienced south of the American border 
in Mexico. Drug violence has escalated as the govern-
ment of Felipe Calderon has sought to crack down on 
the drug cartels that control much of the border region. 
Recently, the Globe and Mail covered the disappear-
ance of the last police officer of the Mexican-American 
border city of Guadalupe. Originally a police force of 12 
officers, it was decimated by assassinations and resig-
nations. The last officer standing, Erika Gandara, pa-
trolled the town alone. She went missing at the end of 
December, presumably either killed or abducted by one 
of the cartels. With an estip1ated 1o,ooo people killed 
between 2007 and 2009, Mexico is in a state of civil war. 
What is saddest about this tragedy is that it is almost 
entirely preventable. While Barack Obama and the 
United States have offered laughable assistance to the 
Calderon government to fight tile drug war, tile simple 
reality is iliat tile American War on Drugs is tile prima-
ry culprit for Mexico's troubles. 
An estimated 6o per cent of drug activity in Mexico 
is marijuana smuggled from Colombia, ilirough Mexico 
into tile United States. Drug cartels are in a turf war to 
control tile territory close to tile American border that 
offers lucrative business opportunities. 
A very simple policy change can be made to help 
ease Mexico's plight iliat doesn't involve throwing mil-
lions of dollars in a money pit to fight an endless battle 
against tile cartels: legalize marijuana. Through legal-
ization you will eliminate demand for illegal marijuana 
and choke tile cartels of ilieir revenue source along wiili 
numerous benefits to tile United States iliat need an-
oilier column to do justice. 
Only wiili iliis change in policy will Mexico ever be at 
peace. We, however, are not holding our breaili. 
-The Cord Editorial Board 
2011 will be more of the 
same in federal politics 
The political pundits are all giving ilieir two cents as to 
ilieir predictions for what is going to happen politically 
at tile federal level wiili tile dawning of tile New Year. 
It is wiili iliese forecasts iliat you get to see how ridicu-
lously out of touch tile mainstream media is wiili tile 
opinions of ordinary Canadians as iliey obsess over po-
litical strategy and tactics. 
The truili is 2011 will be pretty much as terrible as 
2010 and sadly no one really cares anymore. 
Politicians and tile press are continuously focused on 
issues no one cares about, wheilier it is condesce.nding 
taunts about Michael Ignatieff teaching at Harvard and 
"not being a Canadian" or Prime Minister Harper play-
ing tile piano; again, iliere is little to no debate about is-
sues of substance. Not to mention tile obsession wiili 
irrelevant daily tracking polls of political support iliat 
are all wiiliin tile margin of error of each oilier. 
Even if iliere is an election little will change in tile 
current climate. People have made up ilieir minds about 
tile current parties and ilieir leaders. The absence of de-
bate on fundamental issues has led to a climate of apa-
iliy that will no doubt herald a further decline in voter 
turnout. 
Canadians want a fresh political climate. Perhaps tile 
resignation of all or some of tile party leaders to allow 
for renewal would be a good place to start. Unfortunate-
ly, for Canadians iliat is simply a pipe dream. 
-The Cord Editorial Board 
This unsigned editorial is based off informal discussions and 
then agreed upon by the majority of The Cord's editorial board, 
which consists of 15 senior Cord staff including the Editor-in-
Chief and Opinion Editor. The arguments made may reference 
any facts that have been made available through interviews, 
documents or other sources. The views presented do not neces-
sarily reflect those ofThe Cord's ~olunteers, staff or WLUSP. 
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75 University Ave.W, Waterloo ON N2L 3C5 
J'M 5o C.:.L.AO '"0-IAI '"THE'( 
It> t-'\~E. 1\\E WP~~!'lll'lG:o 
M'l GIC:>AU'\IES E\le~ 'SI~ER. 
6{GAv'SE. Of" ..,-w."f' 1 I ~'1/E NOW 
GV.I"r .91\o'.<:ltJG !="oR (:,OOTV.1! 
~ow HEA~\1-\ GANA~A \Jt€.vJ5 -n.\c 
Sf\1'\0I.<\~Go l=b'P\J\.-A-n () tJ 
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War on tobacco undermining its cause 
ERIC MERKLEY 
letters@thecord.ca 
Recently, under heavy pressure from 
tile anti -smoking lobby, Healili Canada 
has announced new mandatory label-
ing for tobacco products. In 2001, Can-
ada passed tile first legislation in tile 
world to mandate tile labels to cover 50 
per cent of tile tobacco packaging on 
tile front and back. Recent changes will 
increase label coverage to 75 per cent 
and display a phone number for a quit-
smoking hotline. This move is part of 
a larger amped-up war on tobacco iliat 
has occurred since 2000 and amidst tile 
flourishing contraband market. 
Before I take a position on what to 
many is a fairly open and shut issue, let 
me point out iliat I have never picked 
up, let alone smoked a cigarette in my 
life and don't plan on doing so. I prefer 
to slowly kill myself wiili a steady deep 
fried diet, eating enough cl)icken wings 
to put a chicken farmer's kid ilirough 
college tile way no government subsidy 
ever could. I am also not a shill for the 
tobacco industry, iliough I do iliink Nick 
Naylor in "Thank You for Smoking" is 
one of tile most badass movie charac-
ters ever. 
It strikes me iliough iliat this con tin-
ued war on tobacco is getting a bit ab-
surd. Does anyone honestly think that 
bumping up tile warning label size from 
50 per cent to 75 per cent will actually 
change habits or keep young people 
from taking up smoking? Now the anti-
smoking lobby claims iliat iliese labels 
have a positive effect. However, tile evi-
dence is far more dubious once held un-
der a microscope. 
They point to focus groups of smok-
ers and non-smokers (probablywiili 
fairly leading questions) who say that 
tile bigger labels are more effective, and 
iliat disgusting pictures of tile effects 
of tobacco use have a greater impact 
ilian words alone. This same logic is, of 
course, used by extremists in tile pro-
life movement when iliey obnoxiously 
shove pictures of dead fetuses in pea- I 
pie's faces, but is it truly that effective? I 
believe that heavy saturation can desen-
sitizeyou. 
There are two major problems with 
the focus group studies. Firstly, tile re-
sults cannot be generalized to the great-
er public because of a small sample size. 
Secondly, iliey do not adequately link 
immediate impressions with long-term 
changes in behaviour. Does tile label-
ing actually have an impact in changing 
smoking habits? 
Some studies point to mild de-
creases in tobacco consumption, but 
iliey do not isolate labeling from oilier 
anti-smoking measures such as edu-
cation campaigns in schools and sin 
taxes or the rise of contraband tobacco. 
In fact, smoking prevalence declined 
even amidst a roll back of taxes in 1994 
and a complete absence of warning Ia-
bels. The case for mandatory labeling is 
flimsy at best. It strikes me as noiliing 
more ilian a feel-good measure adopted 
by politicians to appease a very power-
fullobby. 
The tragic part of all of iliis is that this 
continued war on tobacco could under-
mine the cause it purports to support. 
Studies have shown that consumers 
treat contraband tobacco as a near sub-
stitute for legal tobacco. In economic 
terms, this means that as the price rises 
or oilier measures are taken to make 
purchasing tile legal product less desir-
able, consumers will switch to contra-
band tobacco, which can come in un-
marked bags of 200 or more. 
This is exactly what is happening. Es-
timates of tile share of the market held 
by contraband tobacco range from 27 
per cent to 40 per cent. This is not new 
to Canada, however. In 1983 contraband 
market share stood at one per cent. This 
increased to 31 per cent in 1993 amidst 
hikes in tobacco taxes on tile order of 
104 per cent. 
In response, tile federal government 
in response slashed tobacco taxes from 
$19.14 to $7.29 per carton and contra-
band sales returned to previous levels. 
A new anti-smoking strategy initi-
ated in 2001 to increase taxes by 137 
per cent in tile past decade has led to 
tile flourishing of tile contraband trade 
we see today. Seizures of contraband 
have increased from 39,773 cartons in 
2002 to a record 965,688 in 2008. The 
government seems to lack tile ability to 
learn from tile past. 
The share is even higher amongst 
demographics iliat are tile most price 
sensitive: tile lower classes and youth. 
Studies by tile Arcus Group were con-
ducted to give a rough estimate of con-
traband cigarette presence in high 
schools. They surveyed and collected 
tile cigarette butts lying on tile ground 
of 100 different high school grounds in 
Ontario and Quebec. The most recent 
study found tile presence of contraband 
increasing from 36 per cent to 45 per 
cent in Quebec and 26 per cent to 30 per 
cent in Ontario between 2008 and 2009. 
Contraband cigarettes are smuggled 
in from souili of tile border wiili na-
tive reserves often used as distribution 
points {50 per cent of contraband ciga-
rettes flow through native reserves in 
Ontario and Quebec). This practice robs 
tile government of an estimated $2 bil-
lion in tax revenue. It also facilitates tile 
growili of organized crime wiili gangs 
such as tile Hell's Angels who profit. 
The Harper government has launched 
a half-hearted law enforcement crack-
down on tobacco smugglingwiiliout 
venturing onto native reserves to shut 
down tile "smoke houses:' A half mea-
sure at best. But tile reality is it won't be 
any more effective ilian prohibition in 
tile 1920s or tile current War on Drugs. 
When economic activity is pushed un-
derground, tile only way to control it is 
to allow it to come to tile surface. This 
means lowering tobacco taxes andre-
pealing absurd labeling regulations. The 
greatest ilireat to teen smoking habits is 
contraband tobacco. A better balance in 
regulation needs to be found or tile anti-
smoking lobby will seriously undermine 
ilieir own efforts. 
The governme_nt also needs to come 
to tile realization iliat we live in a free 
society and people are allowed to make 
decisions for iliemselves. They are al-
lowed to rise and fall on tile choices they 
make. Smokers in iliis day and age are 
conscious of the risks iliey are taking. 
So instead of treating each of iliem like 
they are an ignorant child, simply be 
iliere to offer a way out if iliey want it, 
or iliey will flip you tile finger and buy a 
carton of cigarettes for 11 bucks on tile 
underground market. Prohibition didn't 
work and neiilier will a holy war on to-
bacco. That's tile reality. 
T h e  C o r d  •  T h u r s d a y .  J a n u a r y  6 .  2 0 1 1  
•  1 5  
T H E  F O R U M  
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U r g e n t  r e f o r m  n e e d e d  t o  
a c c o m m o d a t e  l a z y  s t u d e n t s  
B a r b a r a  C i o c h o n  o u t l i n e s  s t e p s  n e e d e d  f o r  u n i v e r s i t i e s  t o  r e a c h  
o u t  t o  t h e  l a r g e  a_n d  g r o w i n g  l a z y  s t u d e n t  d e m o g r a p h i c  
C O N T R I B U T E D  I M A G E  
W i k i l e a k s  a  f o r c e  o f  g o o d  o r  e v i l ?  C h e c k  
o u t  t h e  p o i n t / c o u n t e r - p o i n t  o n l i n e  
t h e c o r d . c a / o p i n i o n  
L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  E d i t o r  
A l a n n a  W a l l a c e  m a d -
d e n i n g l y  a r r o g a n t  
R e :  P o p e ' s  a d v i c e  o n  c o n d o m  u s e  i s  a r c h a -
i c  a n d  d a n g e r o u s ,  D e c .  1  
I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  b e g i n  b y  s a y i n g  t h a t  I  
r e s p e c t  t h e  p o i n t s  o f  v i e w  i l l u s t r a t e d  
i n  y o u r  a r t i c l e  - y o u  d i d  a  g o o d  j o b  
o f  a r t i c u l a t i n g  t h e m .  
H o w e v e r ,  y o u  c a m e  a c r o s s  a s  
m a d d e n i n g l y  a r r o g a n t  a n d  s i c k e n -
i n g l y  c o n d e s c e n d i n g  b y  e s s e n t i a l l y  
s a y i n g  y o u  w o u l d  s t i f l e  d i s s e n t i n g  
o p i n i o n s  a n d  t h a t  e v e r y b o d y  e l s e  
s h o u l d  t o o .  
I  w o u l d  r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  y o u  g e t  
o f f  y o u r  h i g h  h o r s e ,  b e c a u s e  h o l d i n g  
a n  o p i n i o n  t h a t  y o u  b e l i e v e  i s  r i g h t  
d o e s  n o t  m a k e  y o u  b e t t e r  t h a n  a n y -
b o d y  e l s e ,  n o r  d o e s  i t  m e a n  y o u  a r e  
c o r r e c t .  
P e o p l e  d o  n o t  l i k e  b e i n g  t o l d  w h a t  
t o  d o ,  n o r  d o  y o u  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  
" s t i f l e "  p e o p l e ' s  o p i n i o n s .  O r d e r i n g  
p e o p l e  a r o u n d  a n d  e s p o u s i n g  o n l y  
o n e  p o i n t  O f  v i e w  a r e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  
1 5 t h  C e n t u r y .  
I n  t h e  m o d e r n  a g e  w e  h a v e  a  w o n -
d e r f u l  t h i n g  k n o w n  a s  f r e e  s p e e c h ,  
m i g h t  I  s u g g e s t  y o u  l e a r n  s o m e  r e -
s p e c t  f o r  i t .  S o ,  w i t h  a l l  d u e  r e s p e c t ,  
w h o  i s  r e a l l y  a r c h a i c  h e r e ?  
- N i c h o l a s  P e a r s o n  
C o n t i n u e  t h e  d e b a t e  o n l i n e  a t  
t h e c o r d . c a  
L e t t e r  p o l i c y  
L e t t e r s  m u s t  n o t  e x c e e d 2 5 0  w o r d s .  I n -
c l u d e  y o u r  f o i l  n a m e  a n d  t e l e p h o n e  n u m -
b e r .  L e t t e r s  m u s t  b e  r e c e i v e d  b y  u : o o  
p . m .  n o o n  M o n d a y  v i a  e - m a i l  t o  l e t t e r s @  
t h e c o r d . c a .  T h e  C o r d  r e s e r v e s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  
e d i t  f o r  l e n g t h  a n d  c l a r i t ; y  o r  t o  r e j e c t  a n y  
l e t t e r .  
l e t t e r s @ t h e c o r d . c a  
W i t h  e x t e n s i v e  a n a l y s i s  i n t o  t h e  
u n i v e r s i t y  c u r r i c u l u m ,  I  h a v e  c o m e  
t o  a n  u n s e t t l i n g  c o n c l u s i o n  r e g a r d -
i n g  t h e  w a y  t h a t  l e c t u r e s  a r e  d e l i v -
e r e d ,  a s s i g n m e n t s  a n d  e x a m s  d e -
s i g n e d  a n d  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  p r o f e s s o r s '  
e x p e c t a t i o n s ;  a l l  o f  t h e  a f o r e m e n -
t i o n e d  n e g l e c t  t o  c a t e r  t o  s t u d e n t s  
w h o  d o  n o t  g i v e  a  r a t ' s  a s s  a b o u t  
e d u c a t i o n .  
F o r t u n a t e l y ,  u n i v e r s i t i e s  s t a n d  i n  
a  u n i q u e  p o s i t i o n  t o  s a l v a g e  d r o p -
p i n g  o v e r a l l  p r o g r a m  G P A s  a n d  
c o u l d  s a v e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  d o l l a r s  i f  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a r e  
c o n s i d e r e d ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  p a y i n g  e x -
p e n s i v e  c o n s u l t a n t  f e e s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  
t h i s  d e m o g r a p h i c  o f  s t u d e n t s .  
T o  b e g i n ,  p r o f e s s o r s '  l e c t u r e s  
p r o v i d e  s u c h  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  l i t t l e  d i -
r e c t i o n  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  i d e n t i f Y -
i n g  i m p o r t a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n .  R a t h e r  
t h a n  i n c l u d i n g  u n n e c e s s a r y  f i l l e r  
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o f e s s o r s  w o u l d  f i n d  
i t  e a s i e r  t o  r e a c h  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  b y  
m e n  i o n i n g  o n l y  v i t a l  p o i n t s  t h a t  
w i l l  i n d e f i n i t e l y  b e  f o u n d  o n  e x a m s  
o r  u s e d  i n  a s s i g n m e n t s .  
P o w e r  P o i n t  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  s h o u l d  
a v o i d  i n c l u d i n g  t o o  m u c h  t e x t  a s  t h i s  
i s  m o r e  o f t e n  t h a n  n o t  o v e r w h e l m -
i n g .  I n s t e a d ,  p i c t u r e s  c a n  t e l l  t h e  
s a m e  s t o r y  w i t h  l e s s o n s  b e c o m i n g  
a  g a m e  o f  P i c t i o n a r y  w i t h  b o n u s  
p o i n t s  a n d  s n a c k s  a w a r d e d  t o  t h e  
l u c k y  w i n n e r s .  W h e r e  p i c t u r e s  a r e  
d e e m e d  i n a d e q u a t e  t o  u s e  i n  l e c t u r e ,  
S o u t h  P a r k  a n d  F a m i l y  G u y  e p i s o d e s  
c a n  a l w a y s  s e r v e  a s  a  s e c o n d  b e s t  
a l t e r n a t i v e .  
A s s i g n m e n t s ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  
h a n d ,  s e r v e  a s  p e r h a p s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
C A L L  F O R  N O M I N A T I O N S  
T e a c h i n g  S u p p o r t  S e r v i c e s  i n v i t e s  a p p l i c a n t s  f r o m  t h e  W i l f r i d  L a u r i e r  U n i v e r s i t y  
c o m m u n i t y  f o r  t h e  
W L U  
T E A C H I N G  A S S I S T A N T  
A  W A R D  O F  E X C E L L E N C E  
P u r p o s e  o f  t h e  A w a r d  
T e a c h i n g  a n d  I n s t r u c t i o n a l  A s s i s t a n t s  ( T A l  l A )  p l a y  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  s t u d e n t  
l e a r n i n g  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  w e  i n v i t e  n o m i n a t i o n s  f o r  
e l i g i b l e  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  t h e  a n n u a l  t e a c h i n g  a s s i s t a n t  a w a r d  o f  e x c e l l e n c e .  
T h e  A w a r d  
U p  t o  t w o  r e c i p i e n t s  ( o n e  g r a d u a t e  T A  a n d  o n e  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  l A )  m a y  r e c e i v e  t h e  A w a r d  e a c h  
y e a r .  E a c h  r e c i p i e n t  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a  p l a q u e  a t  c o n v o c a t i o n ,  a t  w h i c h  t i m e  a  c i t a t i o n  w i l l  b e  r e a d ,  
a l o n g  w i t h  a  $ 5 0 0  ' s c h o l a r s h i p '  t o w a r d  t u i t i o n  i n  f u t u r e  e d u c a t i o n a l  e n d e a v o u r s .  
D e a d l i n e  
T h e  c o m p l e t e  a p p l i c a t i o n  p a c k a g e  m u s t  b e  s u b m i t t e d  b y  M a r c h  1 ,  2 0 1 1  t o  t h e  E d u c a t i o n a l  
D e v e l o p m e n t  O f f i c e .  N o m i n a t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  e l i g i b i l i t y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  o n l i n e  
a t  w w w . w l u . c a / e d e v  u n d e r  A w a r d s  a n d  R e c o g n i t i o n .  
I f  y o u  h a v e  q u e s t i o n s  o r  c o m m e n t s  a b o u t  t h e  a w a r d ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  S a n d y  H u g h e s ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  
T e a c h i n g  S u p p o r t  S e r v i c e s ,  e x t .  4 1 0 4  o r  b y  e m a i l  a t  s h u g h e s @ w l u . c a .  
o b s t a c l e  a m o n g  t h i s  g r o u p  o f  s t u -
d e n t s  i n  r e a c h i n g  s u c c e s s .  E s s a y  
t o p i c s  a r e  o f t e n  o u t d a t e d ,  i r r e l e v a n t  
a n d  u n i n t e r e s t i n g .  
S t u d e n t s  w o u l d  b e  b e t t e r  o f f  w r i t -
i n g  a b o u t  p e o p l e  w h o  m a t t e r  i n  t h e  
c u r r e n t  d a y  l i k e  R o b e r t  P a t t i n s o n ,  
K a n y e  W e s t  a n d  S n o o k y  a s  o p p o s e d  
t o  f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e  s a m e  b u n c h  o f  
d e a d  g u y s  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  a g a i n .  S i m -
i l a r l y ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e p o r t i n g  o n  t h e  
s t a t e  o f  t h e  C a n a d i a n  e c o n o m y ,  a n  
a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  " T h e  S i t u a -
t i o n ' s "  a b s  i s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  m o r e  i n -
t e r e s t i n g  a n d  r e l e v a n t  t o  a  p o l i t i c a l  
s c i e n c e  c l a s s  g i v e n  t h e  t h r e a t  t h a t  h e  
p o s e s  t o  h u m a n  ( f e m a l e ]  s e c u r i t y ,  
f o r  e x a m p l e .  
E q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s  t h e  n e e d  f o r  
p r o f e s s o r s  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  w a y  t h a t  
t h e y  d e a l  w i t h  t h i s  d e m o g r a p h i c  o f  
s t u d e n t s .  
T o o  o f t e n ,  p r o f e s s o r s  s u s p e c t  
t h a t  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  v i r t u a l l y  n o  t r a c e  
o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  c l a s s  a s  w e l l  
a s  a n  o v e r a l l ,  l o w  g r a d e  o f t e n  p r o -
v i d e  i l l e g i t i m a t e  e x c u s e s  f o r  m i s s e d  
c l a s s e s ,  l a t e  a s s i g n m e n t s  a n d  e x a m  
d e f e r r a l s .  
Y e t ,  I  c h o o s e  t o  v o u c h  f o r  t h e s e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  a s  I  h a v e  f o u n d  t h r o u g h  
m y  o w n  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  
h a v e  o n  a v e r a g e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e a k  
i m m u n e  s y s t e m s ,  t e r r i b l e  l u c k  w i t h  
l a p t o p s  a n d  a r e  m o r e  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  
m e n t a l  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  b r e a k d o w n s ,  
a l l  o f  w h i c h  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e i r  p o o r  
a t t e n d a n c e  a n d  p e r f o r m a n c e .  
A l l  i n  a l l ,  p o s t - s e c o n d a r y  
I  
F i n i s h .  
Y o u  m a y  n o t  h a v e  d o n e  a s  w e l l  
o n  y o u r  e x a m s  a s  y o u  h o p e d ,  
W h e r e  p i c t u r e s  a r e  
d e e m e d  i n a d e q u a t e  t o  
u s e  i n  l e c t u r e ,  S o u t h  
P a r k  a n d  F a m i l y  G u y  
e p i s o d e s  c a n  a l w a y s  
s e r v e  a s  a  s e c o n d  b e s t  
a l t e r n a t i v e .  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  h a v e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  f a -
v o r e d  c o o k i e - c u t t e r  " d o  y o u r  w o r k ,  
g o  t o  c l a s s "  s t u d e n t s  a n d  c o n s e -
q u e n t l y ,  d o  n o t  a c c o m m o d a t e  s t u -
d e n t s  w h o  w o u l d  r a t h e r  t a k e  p a r t  i n  
d a i l y  C a l l  o f  D u t y :  B l a c k  O p s  m a r a -
t h o n s  i n s t e a d  o f  m a k i n g  s o m e t h i n g  
o f  t h e m s e l v e s .  
A s  s u c h ,  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  o v e r h a u l  o f  
t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  c u r r i c u l u m  m u s t  t a k e  
p l a c e  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e a c h  o u t  t o  t h e s e  
s t u d e n t s  a n d  e m b r a c e  t h e i r  u n i q u e  
- a l t h o u g h  o f t e n  a s s u m e d ,  n o n e x -
i s t e n t  - l e a r n i n g  s t y l e .  I n d e e d ,  u n i -
v e r s i t i e s  h a v e  t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  f o s t e r  
a  m o r e  i n c l u s i v e  l e a r n i n g  e n v i r o n -
m e n t  t h a t  w e l c o m e s  s t u d e n t s  o f  a l l  
a c a d e m i c  b a c k g r o u n d s  a n d  v a r y i n g  
l e v e l s  o f l a z i n e s s ,  
A n d  t o  t h o s e  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  p r e s -
t i g e ,  I  s a y  " M a c l e a n ' s  r a n k i n g s  
s h m a n k i n g s : '  
b u t  w i t h  t r a n s f e r  c r e d i t s  f r o m  
A t h a b a s c a  U n i v e r s i t y ,  y o u  c a n  
p i c k  u p  t h e  c l a s s e s  y o u  n e e d  t o  
c o m p l e t e  y o u r  d e g r e e .  A U  o f f e r s  
o v e r  7 0 0  c o u r s e s  d e l i v e r e d  o n l i n e  
a n d  a t  a  d i s t a n c e .  m a n y  w i t h  
t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  m o n t h l y  s t a r t  
d a t e s .  L e t  A U  h e l p  y o u  f i n i s h  y o u r  
d e g r e e  i n  r e c o r d  t i m e .  
L e a r n  m o r e  a t  
w w w . a t h a b a s c a u . c a .  
A t h a b a s c a  U n i v e r s i t y  t i l  
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OPINION 
Opinion Editor Eric Merkley • emerkley@thecord.ca 
You know what 
yanks my Cord ... 
.... New Year's resolutions. It's that 
time of year once again where many 
in our society feel that the coming 
of a new year calls for a complete 
change for the better in some aspect 
of their lives. 
Despite the positive intentions of 
those who take on New Year's reso-
lutions, the goals that have been set 
are often put on the back burner and 
eventually forgotten within a mat-
ter of a few weeks after the new year 
begins. 
For the majority who eventually 
do not choose to honour their reso-
lution any longer, the practice ac-
tually becomes counterproductive 
to the self-esteem and motivation 
necessary in order to make positive 
changes in life. 
How common is it to hear about 
someone obtaining a gym member-
ship in the first week of January only 
to never step foot in the place past 
the middle of February? It is abso-
lutely ridiculous how easily fitness 
establishments take advantage of 
resolution setting at the beginning 
of each New Year marketing itself 
as a definite avenue for healthy life-
style changes. 
We often forget that achieving 
significant change through activities 
like physical fitness takes months 
of perseverance and hard work and 
does not come along with putting a 
three month down payment on a fit-
ness club membership. • 
While it is commendable to ap-
proach life with great ambitions, 
these have to be paralleled with 
careful planning and a great deal of 
hard work and discipline in order to 
achieve success. 
More often than not, the practice 
of setting New Year's resolutions 
forces people to focus more on the 
end result of goals like being more 
physically fit or a higher achieving 
student rather than the steps that 
are essential to achieving these in 
the first place. 
This is not to suggest that self-
improvement is a bad idea. Cer-
tainly, all of us could benefit from 
striving to enhance an aspect of our 
lives that is in need of recognition. 
However, it is completely false to 
believe that the coming of the New 
Year is the most suitable or ~e only 
time for this type of behaviour to be 
realized. 
Realistic goal setting and striv-
ing for excellence is something that 
should be sought after each day of 
our lives in a continuous effort to 
maximize our full potential. 
-Martin Pineda 
NICK LACHANCE FILE PHOTO 
Likealittle is r:10thing but a 
forum for cyber trolling 
JOHN KENNEDY 
letters@thecord.ca 
The newest social networking sen-
sation hit the Laurier campus dur-
ing the exam period and students 
seem to like it, a lot. No longer Lan 
you walk around campus without 
thinking someone is checking you 
out; professing their attraction to 
you via an online forum. Likealittle. 
com seemed like an early Christ-
mas gift for those in procrastina-
tion mode from exams and faster 
than you could say "what happened 
to Overheard at Laurier;' everyone 
seemed to be creepily searching for 
that hot person in their vicinity to 
write about. 
Walking around campus, you see 
tons oflaptop screens focused on 
the same website with the user hop-
ing that the person sitting across 
from them replied to their passion-
ate confession by offering to meet 
them in the library bathroom in five 
minutes. · 
Likealittle, as much fun as it ap-
pears, seems nothing more than 
internet banality at its finest. It is 
marketed to bored students who will 
use any excuse they can muster to 
avoid doing anything that remotely 
resembles attaining an education 
they complain they pay so much for. 
Mind you, it's ingenious in reaching 
its audience, but what does that say 
about the audience? 
Instead, Likealittle represents two 
polar extremes when it comes to ap-
pealing to the current status of on-
line communities. Most people use 
it as a trolling forum to make fun of 
posts, talk a lot of smack and make 
fun of people. People may say, "oh 
it's all in good fun;• but in reality 
this is nothing more than an evolved 
form of bullying that exemplifies 
cowardice even more because it's 
within the confines of digital space. 
Sure, it would seem that some 
people deserve criticism for publicly 
seeking out coitus, but on Likealittle 
it goes beyond that. Within a few 
moments on the site it doesn't take 
long to find posts with racist, sex-
ist and homophobic messages that 
I'm sure the Laurier administration 
would frown upon given its sup-
posed commitment to inclusivity. 
This doesn't stop the trolls from 
coming out and stirring the pot 
though. If you're a troll, go to Reddit 
or Digg where the mainstream ones 
lurk. Oh and by the way, for all those 
who use Likealittle as their novice 
entry to trolling, talking about mak-
ing fun of people and what you said 
to "Guava" on your Face book status 
defeats the purpose. Go find another 
way to feel better about yourself. 
The other users, which prob-
ably make up a minute minority of 
those on the site, are actually using 
it for its intended purpose as a FFP 
(flirting-facilitator program). Some 
people are shy, self-conscious and 
lack the game required to approa<;:h 
people they like. 
Likealittle was created to help 
people like this on campus (how-
ever many of them there might 
be), but instead it quickly became 
bastardized by users who realized 
they could get away with cheeky 
Sadly, people bitching 
to each other through 
the guise of anonimity 
is what the internet has 
become most predomi-
nant for these days. 
comments under hilariously fruit-
themed poster names. 
· All those that are so heavily in-
grained in the university experience 
often forget that university can be a 
lonely place if one is not so socially 
adept. The university experience 
is one of the prime facilitators of 
match-making, but for some people 
this isn't the case. 
Desperate people will often resort 
to desperate measures, like look-
ing for love on Likealittle of all plac-
es. Chirping these people will only 
further develop their introverted 
tendencies. 
The appeal ofLikealittle should, 
hopefully, last for all but three sec-
onds ending With the previous exam 
period. 
Sadly, people bitching to each 
other through the guise of ano-
nymity is what the internet has be-
come most predominant for these 
days. Likealittle doesn't help stop 
this slippery slope. The university 
doesn't need its own variation of 
eHarmony or whatever online dat-
ing website you might happen to 
use. 
This is nothing more than time 
wasting at its worst. I'm almost 
frightened to ask what the next 
fad will be for the Laurier online 
community. 
Hold that thought. At Concourse, 
Female, Blonde, just walked by. I 
hope she sees what I just posted. 
Please respond, please respond, 
blast! Another love lost. 
Check out Bree Mantha's 
news story on likealittle at 
thecord.ca 
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" T h e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  b o i s t e r o u s  a n d  l o u d  w i t h  t h e  r e a s o n s  w h y  t h e y  d o n ' t  w a n t  a  h i k e  i n  t h e  t u i t i o n  c a p  w i t h  n o  m e n t i o n  o f  
a l t e r n a t i v e s .  T h e  h a r s h  r e a l i t y  i s  t h i s  u n w a n t e d  m o v e  i s  a  p a i n f u l  n e c e s s i t y  t o  d e a l  w i t h  a  r e c o r d  b u d g e t  d e f i c i t ;  a  b u d g e t  
d e f i c i t  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  s a d d l e d  w i t h  B r i t a i n ' s  y o u t h  f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  c o m e . "  - S h a g u n  R a n d h a w a  
P o i n t / c o u n t e r - p o i n t :  U . K .  t u i t i o n  h i k e  
B i g  b u s i n e s s  i d e o l o g y  b e h i n d  U . K .  t u i t i o n  i n c r e a s e  
M A R C I E  F O S T E R  
l e t t e r s @t h e c o r d . c a  
T h e r e  i s  a  l o t  t o  b e  s a i d  r e g a r d i n g  t u i t i o n .  
W h a t  i t  g o e s  t o w a r d s  a n d  w h a t  w e  g e t  o u t  o f  
i t  a r e  t w o  i s s u e s  t h a t  a r e  u s u a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  
w h e n  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  t u i t i o n  c a p .  B u t  w h e n  
s o m e t h i n g  a s  s c a r y  a s  t r i p l i n g  t h e  c a p  f o r  d o -
m e s t i c  s t u d e n t s  ( w h i c h  r e c e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  a  
p a s s i n g  v o t e  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  P a r l i a m e n t )  t a k e s  
p l a c e ,  i t  m a k e s  u s  f o c u s  l e s s  o n  f u n d i n g  a n d  
m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  w h o l e  p o i n t  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  
S t u d e n t s ,  f r o m  h i g h  s c h o o l  a n d  u n i v e r s i t y  
a l i k e ,  a r ; , e  e n g a g e d  i n  p r o l o n g e d  c o n f l i c t  i n  
L o n d o n .  S e v e r a l  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  q u o t e d  a s  s a y -
i n g  t h a t  t h i s  h i k e  w o u l d  d e t e r  t h e m  f r o m  a t -
t e n d i n g  u n i v e r s i t y  a l t o g e t h e r  i f  n o t  e l s e w h e r e .  
A s  a  s t u d e n t  a t t e n d i n g  L a u r i e r  o n  l o a n s  a n d  
f i n a n c i a l  a i d  f r o m  m y  f a m i l y ,  I  c o u l d  n o t  
i m a g i n e  t h e  t r o u b l e s  t h a t  w o u l d  o c c u r  i f  t h e  
c a p  i n  O n t a r i o  w e r e  t o  t r i p l e .  
C u r r e n t l y ,  w e  a r e  a l r e a d y  p a y i n g  t h e  m o s t  
i n  C a n a d a .  T o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a n  i s s u e  o f  
f i n a n c e s  w o u l d  m a k e  o n e  i n c r e d i b l y  m i s -
i n f o r m e d ;  t h i s  i s  a b o u t  e d u c a t i o n .  W e  
w a n t  t o  b e  e d u c a t e d ;  w e  w a n t  t o  l e a r n .  
I m p o s i n g  s u c h  a  m a s s i v e  t u i t i o n  h i k e  
u p o n  s t u d e n t s  i s  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  i n  
c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  e d u c a -
t i o n ,  w h i c h  i s  n o t  t o  t r a d e  m o n e y  
f o r  a  d e g r e e ,  b u t  t o  b r i n g  o u t  t h e  
p o t e n t i a l  i n  a l l  o f  u s .  
T h e  t u i t i o n  h i k e  i n  t h e  U K  
s h o w s  u s  h o w  e d u c a t i o n  i s  b e -
c o m i n g  a  b i g  b u s i n e s s ;  t h e r e  i s  
n o  r e a s o n a b l e  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  
s t u d e n t s  t o  b e  p a y i n g  s o  m u c h  
m o n e y  t o  a t t e n d  a  u n i v e r s i t y  o r  
c o l l e g e .  B r i n g i n g  q u a l i t y  p r o -
f e s s o r s  a n d  u p g r a d i n g  t e c h n o l -
o g y  a n d  s p a c e  i s  e x p e n s i v e ,  b u t  
t r i p l i n g  t h e  t u i t i o n  c a p  i n  o r d e r  
t o  " f i l l  t h e  f u n d i n g  h o l e "  s e e m s  i n -
c r e d i b l y  e x c e s s i v e .  
Y e t ,  a  r e p o r t  f r o m  t h e  A d a m  S m i t h  
i n s t i t u t e  c l a i m s  t h a t  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  c a p  
a l t o g e t h e r  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a  b e t t e r  d e -
c i s i o n ,  a s  u n i v e r s i t i e s  p l a y  a n  i n t e g r a l  r o l e  
i n  t h e  " k n o w l e d g e  e c o n o m y "  a n d  g o v e r n -
m e n t  i n t e r f e r e n c e  w o u l d  i m p e d e  t h e  g r o w t h  
o f  t h i s  s o - c a l l e d  " f r e e  m a r k e t  o f  e d u c a t i o n : '  
W h e n  t h e r e  a r e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  t h a t  a l l o w  d o -
m e s t i c  s t u d e n t s  f r e e  t u i t i o n ,  i t  i s  a l a r m i n g  
t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  b i g  b u s i n e s s  i d e o l o g y  c a n  
b e  a c c e p t a b l e  a n d  u t i l i s e d  o n  a  b r o a d · s c a l e .  
W i t h  s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  t o  e l i t e  s c h o o l s  s u c h  
a s  O x f o r d  a n d  C a m b r i d g e ,  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  s t u d y  
i n  B r i t a i n  w i l l  b e c o m e  d e p e n d e n t  o n  w e a l t h  
a n d  p r e s t i g e  a n d  n o t "  o n  d e s i r e  o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
a b i l i t y .  E f f i c i e n c y - b a s e d  s y s t e m s  t u r n  e d u c a -
t i o n  i n t o  a  p r o f i t - m a x i m i z i n g  i d e a l ;  t o  m a k e  
u n i v e . r s i t i e s  n o t h i n g  b u t  f a c t o r i e s  t o  c h u r n  o u t  
c a p i t a l i s t s .  W e  m i g h t  a s  w e l l  p r i v a t i z e  e d u c a -
t i o n  a l t o g e t h e r ,  k e e p i n g  b u s i n e s s  c o m p e t i t i v e .  
a n d  g e t t i n g  t o p  d o l l a r  f o r  t o p  s e r v i c e s .  
I f  t h e  e x t r a  f u n d i n g  w e r e  t o  g o  i n t o  s c h o l a r -
s h i p s  a n d  b u r s a r i e s  f o r  d o m e s t i c  s t u d e n t s ,  i t  
w o u l d  s t i l l  n o t  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  d i v i s i o n  b e t w e e n  
f i n a n c i a l l y  b u r d e n e d  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  
c a n  w e l l  a f f o r d  u n i v e r s i t y .  T h e  r a i s i n g  o f  t h e  
t u i t i o n  c a p  s i m p l y  m a k e s  i t  e a s i e r  f o r  r i c h  
k i d s  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  b e t t e r  s c h o o l s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  
e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  d i v i d e  b y  m a k i n g  t h e  s c h o l a r -
s h i p  n o  l o n g e r  a n  a b s o l u t e  n e c e s s i t y ,  b u t  a n  
a f t e r t h o u g h t .  " P o o r  k i d s "  w i l l  h a v e  t o  w o r k  
e v e n  h a r d e r  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  b e s t  s c h o o l s  a n d  
e v e n  t h e n  t h e y  m a y  s u f f e r  a  l i f e t i m e ' s  w o r t h  
o f  d e b t .  
T h e  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  a r e  w o r r y i n g  
a b o u t  m o n e y .  W e ' r e  w o r r y i n g  a b o u t  h o w  
w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  p a y  f o r  s c h o o l ,  f o r  f o o d ,  f o r  
l o d g i n g  a n d  f o r  t r i p s  h o m e  i n s t e a d  o f  f o c u s -
i n g  o n  o u r  s t u d i e s .  T h e  B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  
~trying t o  p l a y  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  e c o -
n o m i c  f i e l d :  d e l i v e r i n g  e d u c a t i o n  
m a i n t a i n i n g  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a s  
o u s m e s s e s .  T h e  t u i t i o n  c a p  h i k e  
i n  B r i t a i n  i s  a  v e r y  s t a r k  r e m i n d e r  o f  
h o w  m u c h  w e ' r e  p a y i n g  f o r  o u r  d e g r e e  
a n d  h o w  t h a t  d e g r e e  i s n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e -
f l e c t i v e  o f  a n  e d u c a t i o n .  I t ' s  r e f l e c t i v e  o f  a  
b u d g e t  c r u n c h .  
D O M I N O S . C A  
S A V E  T I M E  A N D  
O R D E R  O N L I N E  
K i n g  S t r e e t  N o r t h  a n d  N o r t h f i e l d ,  W a t e r l o o  
( i n s i d e  t h e  P e t r o  C a n a d a  P l a z a )  C A L L  5 1 9 - 5 7 1 - 8 9 3 1  
L a t e  N i g h t  S p e c i a l  M o n d a y  M a d n e s s  2 · f o r · 1  T u e s d a y s  
S 8 . 8 8  S 1 0 . 8 8  
B u y  a n y  M e d i u m  o r  L a r g e  
P i z z a  a n d  g e t  t h e  
2 n d  P i z z a  F r e e  
A f t e r  9 : 0 0 P M  
( s a m e  s i z e  o r  s m a l l e r ,  
L a r g e  4 - T o p p i n g  P i z z a  
s a m e  o r  f e w e r  t o p p i n g s )  
L a r g e  3  I t e m  P i z z a  
N o  F e a s t  P i z z a s  I n c l u d e d  
C o u p o n  C o c l c  L  T 0 1  
C o u p o n  C o c l c  4 2 0 1  C o u p o n  C o c l c  8 5 2 1  
T u i t i o n  c h a n g e  a  r e a s o n a b l e  r e s p o n s e  t o  t o u g h ,  
l o n g - t e r m  e c o n o m i c  c h a l l e n g e s  i n  B r i t a i n  
S H A G U N  R A N D H A W A  
l e t t e r s @  t h e c o r d  . c a  
C o m i n g  f r o m  a  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t  g r a d u a t -
i n g  w i t h  a  h e f t y  a m o u n t  o f  u n p a i d  l o a n s ,  y o u  
w o u l d  t h i n k  I  w o u l d  b e  c o m p l e t e l y  u n s u p -
p o r t i v e  o f  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  h i k e  i n  B r i t a i n ' s  
u n i v e r s i t y  t u i t i o n  f e e s .  I  h a v e  t o  a d m i t , l o g i -
c a l  r e a s o n i n g  s u g g e s t s  h a d  I  w e n t  t o  s c h o o l  i n  
B r i t a i n  a n d  w a s  p r e s s u r e d  b y  e x p e n s i v e  t u -
i t i o n  a n d  s c h o o l  f e e s ,  I  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  j u s t  a s  
a n g r y  a s  B r i t i s h  s t u d e n t s .  I  m i g h t  h a v e  e v e n  
t a k e n  p a r t  i n  t h e  p r o t e s t s  t e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  
s t u d e n t s  m a r c h e d  i n  s i n c e  t h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  
w a s  m a d e .  
T h e  d e c i s i o n  e n s u r e d  t h a t  t h e  c a p  o n  
s u b s i d i z e d  u n i v e r s i t y  f e e s  w o u l d  j u m p  f r o m  
$ 4 , 8 0 0  t o  $ 1 4 , 0 0 0  a  y e a r .  W i t h  s u c h  a  h u g e  
h i k e ,  i t  i s  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  a s s u m e  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  
w o u l d  b e  i n f u r i a t e d .  A s  t h e  l a s t  m o n t h  h a s  
s h o w e d ,  i n f u r i a t e d  i s  a n  u n d e r s t a t e m e n t .  
T h e s e  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  s e i z e d  u p o n  t h i s  n e w s  
t o  l a u n c h  a  l a r g e  w a v e  o f  p r o t e s t s  t h a t  h a v e  
t u r n e d  f r e q u e n t l y  i n t o  v i o l e n t  r i o t s .  
_  S l o g a n s  w e r e  c h a n t e d  
,  . . .  : : :  ~ ~ " \  - (  ~aimed a t  t h e  L i b e r a l  
- ~ .  < '  D e m o c r a t s  { w h o  h a d  
~~previously v o w e d  t o  f i g h t  
t h e  t u i t i o n  h i k e s ) .  B o n f i r e s  
w e r e  s e t  a n d  f i r e c r a c k e r s  
a n d  p a i n t  b o m b s  w e r e  
t h r o w n ,  w h i c h  b r o u g h t  
p a r t s  o f  c e n t r a l  L o n d o n  
t o  a  s t a n d s t i l l .  A  s m a l l  
g r o u p  o f  p r o t e s t e r s  
e v e n  a t t a c k e d  a  c a r  
c o n t a i n i n g  P r i n c e  
C h a r l e s  a n d  h i s  w i f e ,  
C a m i l l a ,  i n  c e n t r a l  
L o n d o n .  I n d i v i d u a l s  
w e a r i n g  b l a c k  s k i  
m a s k s  b r o k e  i n t o  t h e  
=~~:::::-headquarters o f  t h e  
= ' " ' "  C o n s e r v a t i v e  P a r t y ,  
s m a s h i n g  w i n d o w s  a n d  
d r a w i n g  g r a f f i t i  o n  a  s t a t u e  o f  
W i n s t o n  C h u r c h i l l .  O n e  p r o t e s t e r  - t h e  
a d o p t e d  s o n  o f  P i n k  F l o y d  g u i t a r i s t  D a v i d  
G i l m o u r ,  a s  i t  s o  h a p p e n s  - s w u n g  f r o m  
t h e  f l a g  h a n g i n g  f r o m  t h e  C e n o t a p h  ( a  w a r  
m e m o r i a l ) .  
I t ' s  h a r d  t o  m u s t e r  u p  a n y  s y m p a t h y  f o r  a  
m o b  w h e n  t h e  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  p o l i t i c a l  d e c i s i o n  
i t  d o e s n ' t  l i k e  i s  v i o l e n c e .  
H o w e v e r ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  r a i s e  t h e  c a p  i s  a  
h i s t o r i c a l  o n e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  a  c o u n t r y  w h e r e  
a t  o n e  p o i n t  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  u n i v e r s i t y  
f o r  f r e e .  T h e  t r u t h  i s  t h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  
t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  r a i s e  u n i v e r s i t y  
t u i t i o n  c o s t s  w a s  m a d e  i n  O c t o b e r ,  w h e n  t h e  
g o v e r n m e n t  h a d  s t a t e d  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  c u t t i n g  
p u b l i c  s p e n d i n g  b y  $ 1 3 0  b i l l i o n  b y  2 0 1 5 .  T h e  
i n i t i a l  r e a c t i o n  w a s  d i s g r u n t l e d  a c c e p t a n c e  a s  
t h e  p r o m i s e  o f  a  n e w  a g e  o f  a u s t e r i t y  s e e m e d  
t o  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  m a s s  p u b l i c ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  
w h o  r e m e m b e r e d  t h e  p e n n y - p i n c h i n g  t i m e s  
o f  t h e i r  y o u t h .  
S t u d e n t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  d o n ' t  r e m e m b e r  t h o s e  
t i m e s .  P o s t - w a r  r a t i o n i n g ,  s c r i n l p i n g  a n d  
h o a r d i n g  i n  o r d e r  t o  p a y  f o r  t h e  m o r t g a g e s  o n  
t h e  r i d i c u l o u s l y  e x p e n s i v e  L o n d o n  h o u s i n g  
m a r k e t  d o e s n ' t  r e s o n a t e  w i t h  B r i t a i n ' s  y o u t h .  
T h e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  b o i s t e r o u s  a n d  l o u d  w i t h  
t h e  r e a s o n s  w h y  t h e y  d o n ' t  w a n t  a  h i k e  i n  t h e  
t u i t i o n  c a p  w i t h  n o  m e n t i o n  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  
T h e  h a r s h  r e a l i t y  i s  t h i s  u n w a n t e d  m o v e  i s  a  
p a i n f u l  n e c e s s i t y  t o  d e a l  w i t h  a  r e c o r d  b u d g e t  
d e f i c i t ;  a  b u d g e t  d e f i c i t  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  
s a d d l e d  w i t h  B r i t a i n ' s  y o u t h  f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  
t o  c o m e .  
T h e  o n l y  w a y  B r i t a i n  c a n  b a l a n c e  i t s  b o o k s  
i s  t o  c u t  g o v e r n m e n t  s p e n d i n g ,  w : h i c h  w i l l  
l e a d  t o  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p u b l i c  s e c t o r  
j o b s  a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  p r o g r a m s  
a c r o s s  t h e  b o a r d .  
R a i s i n g  t h e  c a p  i s  t h e  o n l y  w a y  a s  s e e n  b y  
B r i t i s h  l a w m a k e r s  t o  k e e p  u n i v e r s i t i e ·s  f u n d e d  
i n  t h e s e  t o u g h  t i m e s .  
I t  i s  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e  
p l a n  i s  a l s o  d e s i g n e d  t o  h e l p  t h e  p o o r  a n d  t o  
k e e p  t h e i r  t u i t i o n  a s  s u b s i d i z e d  a s  p o s s i b l e  
w i t h  a  s t r u c t u r e d  r o u t e  t o  p a y  b a c k  d e b t .  
U n d e r  t h e  p l a n ,  s t u d e n t s  w o u l d  b o r r o w  
m o n e y  f r o m  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  p a y  t u i t i o n  ( a s  
t h e  c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  d i c t a t e s ) .  
T h e y  w i l l  n o t  s t a r t  r e p a y i n g  t h e  d e b t  
u n t i l  t h e y  e a r n  a t  l e a s t  $ 3 8 , o o o  p e r  y e a r ,  a n  
i n c r e a s e  f r o m  t h e  c u r r e n t  l e v e l  o f  $ 2 4 , 1 0 0 .  
O n c e  t h a t  h a p p e n s ,  s t u d e n t s  w i : l l  p a y  9  p e r  
c e n t  o f  t h e i r  i n c o m e  a b o v e  t h a t  l e v e l  t o  s e t t l e  
t h e  d e b t .  
I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  f e a r  o f  g r a d u a t i n g  
w i t h  d e b t  i s  d a u n t i n g .  A s  I  e n t e r e d  u n i v e r s i t y ,  
I  w a s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  s u r p r i s e d  a t  t h e  f e e s  w e  
h a d  t o  p a y  t o  g a i n  a  p o s t - s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a -
t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  a s  I  w i l l  b e  t h e  o n e  t o  r e a p  t h e  
( i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  f i n a n c i a l )  b e n e f i t s  o f  s u c h  a n  
e d u c a t i o n ,  I  d o  f i n d  i t  f a i r  t o  p ; z y  f o r  i t  m y s e l f  I  
w o u l d n ' t  w a n t  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  n e v e r  w a n t  o r  
w i l l  n e v e r  b e c o m e  s t u d e n t s ,  t o  h a v e  t o  p a y  f o r  
m y  a d v a n c e m e n t  w i t h  t h e i r  t a x e s .  
W i t h  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  h a r s h  e c o n o m i c  
t i m e s ,  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s  o f  B r i t a i n ,  t h e r e  i s  n o t  
m u c h  t o  d o  b u t  t o  t h r o w  p o s t - i d e o l o g i c a l  
t a n t r u m s  a n d  t o  b r e a k  t h i n g s  i n  r e s p o n s e .  I t ' s  
a  s h a m e  u n i v e r s i t y  h a s n ' t  t a u g h t  t h e m  h o w  t o  
r e a s o n .  
~ 
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Why we love the world juniors 
KEVIN CAMPBELL 
STAFF WRITER 
It can get pretty lonely at the top. 
Canadians can sometimes take 
for granted what has come so easily 
to them over the past half-decade or 
so at the annual Christmas tourna-
ment that is the World Junior Hock-
ey Championships. 
So perhaps the greatest thing 
to happen to the great white north 
was being humbled as hosts last 
year when the upstart Americans 
crashed the party in Saskatchewan, 
capturing gold, and halting Canada's 
gold -digging streak at five years. 
It's okay Canada, you got your 
vengeance over those Yankees 
at some venue called the Winter 
Olympics just a couple months later 
-you may have heard about it. 
But the 2011 edition of the World 
Junior tournament has taken on a 
life of its own. 
Rabid face-painted, jersey-
donning, cow-bell and air-horn 
equipped fans north of the 49th 
parallel have been sighted, crossing 
en masse, into enemy territory in 
Buffalo. 
Any poor, unaware or oblivious 
soul observing the baxder might 
think the nation has'finally lost it 
and is attacking Obamaland the 
only way we know how - with sticks 
and skates. 
But there in itself is the question 
we must all ask ourselves when we 
take a moment to stop sipping our 
Timrnies. 
Is all of this really necessary? 
Can any nation that takes itself even 
a little bit seriously justifY this mass 
temporary migration to Buffalo just 
to watch some teenagers, not yet 
NHL-primed, try and destroy other 
teenagers that don't call themselves 
Canucks? 
And the answer is a clear, re-
soundingyes. 
And no, it's not for our intra-
continental insecurities and inferior 
feelings we may harbour towards 
a country ten times our population 
just below us. 
It's an outlet. A source of venting 
our national pride in a game as nat-
ural to us, as cuisine is to the French. 
The World Hockey 
Cheerleaders 
extend title streak 
-cover 
For Cameron, a former captain of 
Laurier's cheerleading team, the win 
has added significance, as it was 
his first national title as the team's 
head coach. However, having had so 
much previous experience with the 
team, the Laurier alumnus was con-
fident in his team's ability to keep 
the streak of,ptles alive. 
"Having been so heavily involved 
in the coaching staff previously, I 
didn't really feel any more pressure 
than I did before;' said Cameron. 
"Plus, I had such great support from 
my assistant coaches and the other 
staff that help us out:' 
As with any winning streak when 
it comes to sports, the question now 
becomes can this string offour-
straight championships become five 
next year? 
With at least 24 of the 29 mem-
bers of the team likely to return, 
Cameron is confident in his team's 
potential to make it five in a row in 
2011. 
"I think that as long as they con-
tinue to work hard and keep them-
selves in the best possible shape that 
they can it's a definite possibility for 
this program;' he said:' 
Despite the national champion-
ship win, the Hawks' season is not 
over yet. Next weekend the team 
will travel to Indianapolis, Ind. to 
take part in a competition known as 
Jarnfest Super Nationals. 
NICK LACHANCE FILE PHOTO 
Golden Hawk cheerleaders 
training for nationals in the 
University Stadium gym. 
Championships are often a laugh-
able facade, with some of the best 
players still competing for the Stan-
ley Cup. The World Cup of Hockey 
has been stripped of its legitimacy 
due to redundancy, and, last time 
I checked, the Olympics only roll 
around once every four years. 
The World Juniors has evolved 
into a spectacle that anyone can get 
excited about. 
The players are getting a taste of 
elite, international competition for 
the first time in their lives. 
Future stars strut their stuff, and 
undrafted players make names for 
themselves to NHL scouts, especial-
ly overseas players with minimum 
LONTR BUTEO PHOTO 
exposure in North America. 
The tournament has also decid-
edly become a holiday tradition. 
When school's out, the stores are 
closed and the weather's sour, fam-
ily and relatives can sip some cocoa, 
sit by the fire and cozy up to some 
thunderous hipchecks. 
Plus, injecting a little money into 
the Buffalo economy is never a bad 
thing; as U.S. forward, Emerson 
Etem can attest with the tweet that 
got him in some hot water: "buf-
falo is a ghost town!! the worst city 
ever, it makes medicine hat look like 
paradise:' 
Hey, we can't all grow up in 
California. 
T h e  C o r d  •  T h u r s d a y .  J a n u a r y  6 .  2 0 1 1  
•  1 9  
R e a d  m o r e  o n  
t h e c o r d . c a  
L o g  o n  t o  t h e c o r d . c a  f o r  s t a f f  w r i t e r  C h r i s  M a n d e r ' s  t a k e  o n  w h y  C a n a d i a n s  
c a r e  t o o  m u c h  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  t h e  W o r l d  J u n i o r  H o c k e y  C h a m p i o n s h i p  
G o l d e n  H a w k s '  h a l f w a y  r e p o r t  
A s  W L U  s t u d e n t s  r e t u r n  f r o m  t h e  h o l i d a y  b r e a k ,  S p o r t s  E d i t o r  J u s t i n  F a u t e u x  p r o v i d e s  
a n  u p d a t e  o n  t h e  L a u r i e r  t e a m s  w h o  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e i r  s e a s o n s  
4 1 6 8 6 9 3 2 0 0  
F I L E  P H O T O S  B Y  R O S A L I E  E I D  A N D  S H A W N  P O L L O C K  
W o m e n ' s  H o c k e y  
R e c o r d :  1 5 - 1 - 1 ,  1 s t  i n  O U A  
A s i d e  f r o m  s u f f e r i n g  a  p a i r  o f  
f i r s t - h a l f l o s s e s  ( s o m e t h i n g  t h e y  
h a v e n ' t  d o n e  i n  f o u r  y e a r s }  t h e  
G o l d e n  H a w k s  w o m e n ' s  h o c k e y  
t e a m  w e r e  t h e i r  u s u a l  d o m i n a n t  
s e l v e s  d u r i n g  f i r s t  s e m e s t e r .  T h e y  
s i t  a t o p  t h e  O n t a r i o  U n i v e r s i t y  A t h -
l e t i c s  ( O U A }  s t a n d i n g s ;  h o w e v e r ,  
t h e i r  t h r e e - p o i n t  l e a d  o v e r  t h e  B r o c k  
B a d g e r s  i s  m u c h  s m a l l e r  t h a n  t h e  
H a w k s  a r e  a c c u s t o m e d  t o .  W i t h  
L a u r i e r  h o s t i n g  n a t i o n a l s  t h e  H a w k s  
a u t o m a t i c a l l y  q u a l u y ,  b u t  t h e r e ' s  s t i l l  
a  g o o d  c h a n c e  t h e y ' l l  b e  e n t e r i n g  t h e  
t o u r n a m e n t  a s  t h e  O U A  c h a m p i o n  
f o r  t h e  e i g h t h  s t r a i g h t  y e a r .  
F i r s t  h a l f  M V P  
G o a l i e ,  L i z  K n o x  
T o p  R o o k i e  
F o r w a r d ,  L a u r a  B r o o k e r  
K e e p i n g  y o u  i n  t h e  k n o w  a n d  o n  t h e  G O  
S t a r t i n g  S a t u r d a y ,  J a n u a r y  1  ,  2 0 1 1  * ,  
w e ' r e  a d d i n g  n e w  t r i p s  a n d  m a k i n g  s o m e  c h a n g e s  
t o  t h e  2 5 - W a t e r 1 o o  G O  B u s  s e r v i c e .  
T h e r e  w i l l  b e  m o r e  w e s t b o u n d  t r i p s  f r o m  S q u a r e  O n e  G O  B u s  T e r m i n a l  o n  
w e e k d a y s  a n d  n e w  e a s t b o u n d  t r i p s  f r o m  b o t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W a t e r l o o  
a n d  W i l f r e d  L a u r i e r  U n i v e r s i t y  o n  T h u r s d a y s  a n d  F r i d a y s .  
T h e  2 : 2 5 p . m . ,  4 : 2 0 ,  5 : 2 0  a n d  6 : 2 5  e a s t b o u n d  t r i p s  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  W a t e r l o o  w i l l  n o w  d e p a r t  e a r l i e r  a t  2 : 1 5 ,  4 : 1 0 ,  5 : 1 0  a n d  6 : 1 5 p . m .  
T h e r e  w i l l  a l s o  b e  m o r e  t r i p s  o n  S a t u r d a y s ,  S u n d a y s  a n d  h o l i d a y s  i n  b o t h  
d i r e c t i o n s  s o  b e  s u r e  t o  c h e c k  t h e  n e w  s c h e d u l e .  
-
* O n  S a t u r d a y ,  J a n u a r y  1 ,  2 0 1 1 ,  o u r  s e r v i c e  w i l l  o p e r a t e  o n  a  h o l i d a y  s c h e d u l e .  
H a p p y  N e w  Y e a r  f r o m  G O  T r a n s i t !  
F  . V I  
1  8 8 8  G E T  O N  G O  ( 4 3 8  6 6 4 6 )  
n v  1 8 0 0 3 8 7  ~2 :  
P o u r  p l u s  d e  r e n s e i g n e m e n t s ,  v e u t l l e z  v 1 s i t e r  l e  s i t e  
g o t r a n s i t . c o m  o u  c o m p o s e r  u n  d e s  n u m e r o s  c i - d e s s u s  
A  D i v i , • c n  o f  M F R O L I N X  
M e n ' s  H o c k e y  
R e c o r d :  9 - 4 - 4 ,  4 t h  i n  O U A  W e s t  
N e w  h e a d  c o a c h  G r e g  P u h a l -
s k i  g u i d e d  h i s  y o u n g  H a w k s '  s q u a d  
t h r o u g h  a n  u p - a n d - d o w n  s t a r t  t o  
t h e  s e a s o n  t h a t  s a w  e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  
l e t - d o w n s  a g a i n s t  w e a k e r  o p p o -
n e n t s  l i k e  T o r o n t o  a n d  R y e r s o n  t o  
a n  u p s e t  o f  p e r e n n i a l  p o w e r h o u s e  
L a k e h e a d .  D e s p i t e  s o m e  g r o w i n g  
p a i n s ,  L a u r i e r  h a s  m a n a g e d  t o  k e e p  
p a c e  w i t h  t h e  O U A  W e s t ' s  o t h e r  t o p  
t e a m s :  W e s t e r n ,  L a k e h e a d  a n d  W a -
t e r l o o .  W h i l e  t h e  H a w k s  h a v e  s h o w n  
s o m e  e n c o u r a g i n g  s i g n s ,  t h e y  w i l l  
h a v e  t o  p r o v e  t h e m s e l v e s  a g a i n s t  
t h o s e  t h r e e  t o u g h t e a m s  ( t h e y  c u r -
r e n t l y  h a v e  j u s t  o n e  w i n  i n  f o u r  t r i e s  
a g a i n s t  W e s t e r n ,  L a k e h e a d  a n d  W a -
t e r l o o )  b e f o r e  t h e y ' r e  c o n s i d e r e d  a  
t r u e  c o n t e n d e r .  
F i r s t  h a l f  M V P  
G o a l i e ,  R y a n  D a n i e l s  
T o p  R o o k i e  
F o r w a r d ,  T h o m a s  M i d d u p  
M e n ' s  B a s k e t b a l l  
R e c o r d :  6 - 2 ,  T  - 2 n d  i n  O U A  W e s t  
A f t e r  a  f o u r - y e a r  s t r e a k  o f  m e -
d i o c r e  3 - 5  s t a r t s ,  t h e  H a w k s '  m e n ' s  
b a s k e t b a l l  t e a m  p o s t e d  a  w i n n i n g  
f i r s t  s e m e s t e r  r e c o r d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e  s i n c e  2 0 0 2  t h i s  p a s t  f a l l .  T h e  
p u r p l e  a n d  g o l d  h a v e  l a r g e l y  r i d d e n  
t h e  r e s u r g e n c e  o f  f o r m e r  C I S  r o o k i e  
o f  t h e  y e a r  K a l e  H a r r i s o n ,  w h o  h a s  
b e e n  t h e  h i g h - s c o r e r  i n  a l l  b u t  t w o  
o f  L a u r i e r ' s  c o n t e s t s  t h i s  s e a s o n ,  t o  
a  t i e  f o r  s e c o n d  w i t h  t h e  L a k e h e a d  
T h u n d e r w o l v e s  i n  t h e  t o u g h  O U A  
W e s t .  W i t h  j u s t  f o u r  p o i n t s  s e p a r a t -
i n g  s e c o n d  f r o m  s i x t h ,  t h e  H a w k s  
w i l l  n e e d  t o  p l a y  a l m o s t  f l a w l e s s l y  
t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  c u r r e n t  s p o t .  
F i r s t  h a l f  M V P  
W i n g ,  K a l e  H a r r i s o n  
B r e a k o u t  R o o k i e  
P o s t ,  P a t r i c k  D o n n e l l y  
W o m e n ' s  V o l l e y b a l l  
R e c o r d :  1 - 6 ,  6 t h  i n  O U A  W e s t  
T h i n g s  w e r e  n o t  e a s y  f o r  L a u r i e r ' s  
w o m e n ' s  v o l l e y b a l l  t e a m  i n  t h e  f a l l  
o f  2 0 1 0 .  T h e  H a w k s  s t u m b l e d  t o  a n  
o - 5  s t a r t  b e f o r e  w i n n i n g  t h e i r  o n l y  
m a t c h  o f  t h e  s e m e s t e r  o v e r  t h e  w i n -
l e s s  W i n d s o r  L a n c e r s  o n  N o v .  2 0 .  
U n l e s s  t h e y  c a n  t u r n  t h i n g s  a r o u n d  
q u i c k l y  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  s e m e s t e r ,  
i t  l o o k s  l i k e  t h e  H a w k s '  p l a y o f f  
d r o u g h t  w i l l  e x t e n d  t o  t h r e e  y e a r s .  
F i r s t  h a l f  M V P  
M i d d l e ,  J u l i e  G o r d o n  
B r e a k o u t  R o o k i e  
M i d d l e ,  A l a n n a  K i r c h n e r  
M e n ' s  V o l l e y b a l l  
R e c o r d :  6 - 4 ,  T  - 5 t h  i n  O U A  
A f t e r  s t r u g g l i n g  t h r o u g h  i n  c o n -
s i s t e n c y ,  a  y o u n g  L a u r i e r  m e n ' s  v o l -
l e y b a l l  t e a m  h i t  t h e i r  s t r i d e  a t  t h e  
e n d  o f  f i r s t  s e m e s t e r ,  w i n n i n g  t h r e e  
o f  t h e i r  l a s t  f o u r  m a t c h e s  r i g h t  i n  t h e  
t h i c k  o f  t h e  O U A  s t a n d i n g s .  W i t h  
o v e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  t e a m ' s  r o s t e r  i n  f i r s t  
o r  s e c o n d  y e a r ,  t h e  i n e x p e r i e n c e d  
H a w k s '  s q u a d  h a s  l o o k e d  b r i l l i a n t  
a t  t i m e s  a n d  w o e f u l  a t  o t h e r s .  I f  t h e  
t e a m  c a n  c o n t i n u e  t o  b u i l d  o n  s o m e  
e n c o u r a g i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e s ,  t h e y  
s h o u l d  n o t  o n l y  m a k e  t h e  p o s t - s e a -
s o n  b u t  b e  o n e  o f  t h e  h i g h e r  s e e d s .  
F i r s t  h a l f  M V P  
R i g h t  S i d e ,  C a m  W h e e l a n  
B r e a k o u t  R o o k i e  
L e f t  S i d e ,  D e r e k  K u i a c k  
W o m e n ' s  B a s k e t b a l l  
R e c o r d :  T  - 4 t h  i n  O U A  W e s t  
L a u r i e r ' s  w o m e n ' s  b a s k e t b a l l  
t e a m  c a m e  f l y i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  g a t e  
t h i s  s e a s o n ,  w i n n i n g  t h e i r  f i r s t  
f i v e  g a m e s ,  e v e n  u p s e t t i n g  t r a d i -
t i o n a !  t o p  t e a m s  O t t a w a  a n d  C a r -
l e t o n .  D e s p i t e  g o i n g  1 - 2  i n  t h e i r  
f i n a l  t h r e e  g a m e s  o f  t h e  s e m e s t e r ,  
t h e  H a w k s  m a n a g e d  t o  g o  i n t o  t h e  
b r e a k  w i t h  t h e i r  b e s t  r e c o r d  s i n c e  
2 0 0 7 - 0 8  a n d  l o o k  l i k e  t h e  s t r o n -
g e s t  t e a m  h e a d  c o a c h  P a u l  F a l c o  h a s  
f i e l d e d  i n  h i s  t h r e e - y e a r  t e n u r e .  T h e  
H a w k s  w i l l  h a v e  d i f f i c u l t y  s e p a r a t -
i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e  c r o w d e d  t o p  
h a l f  o f  t h e  O U A  W e s t  s t a n d i n g s ,  
b u t  s h o u l d  m a k e  t h e  p l a y o f f s  w i t h  
e a s e  a n d  h a v e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  m a k e  
s o m e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  n o i s e  i n  t h e  
p o s t - s e a s o n .  
F i r s t  h a l f  M V P  
G u a r d ,  R e n a t a  A d a m c z y k  
B r e a k o u t  R o o k i e  
G u a r d ,  F e l i c i a  M a z e r o l l e  
S w i m m i n g  
T h e  L a u r i e r  s w i m  t e a m  t o o k  p a r t  
i n  f i v e  c o m p e t i t i o n s  i n  t h e  f a l l  s e -
m e s t e r ,  c a p p i n g  t h e i r  f i r s t  h a l f  a t  
t h e  B r o c k  C u p  o n  N o v .  2 7 .  V e t e r a n  
W h i t n e y  R i c h  c o n t i n u e d  t o  a d d  t o  
h e r  i m p r e s s i v e  c a r e e r ,  t a k i n g  h o m e  
t h r e e  m e d a l s  a t  b o t h  t h e  O U A  s p r i n t  
m e e t  a n d  t h e  L a u r e n t i a n  I n v i t a t i o n -
a l  i n  O c t o b e r .  T h e  t e a m  w i l l  h o s t  t h e  
L a u r i e r  m e e t  o n  J a n .  2 9  b e f o r e  c o m -
p e t i n g  i n  t h e  O U A  c h a m p i o n s h i p s  i n  
G u e l p h  o n  F e b .  1 0 - 1 2 .  
F i r s t  h a l f  M V P  
W h i t n e y  R i c h  
B r e a k o u t  R o o k i e  
A d r i a n N g  
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